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Owning a Yellowfin not only gives you the best opportunity
to get to the fishing grounds where others can not, it
introduces you to a whole new family and lifestyle. Quality,
performance and resale value are great attributes, as is
meeting new people with similar interests who often
become family, The Yellowfin family.
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SPECIAL
PROMOTIONAL
FEATURE

YAMAHA HELM
MASTER EX rethinks
everything about
piloting outboard
fishing boats using
electric steering with
no hydraulics, plus
joystick and autopilot
integration never
before accomplished.

G YAMAHA
Helm Master® EX

IS YAMAHA'S HELM MASTER EX WITH JOYSTICK
VALUABLE ON A SINGLE-ENGINE BOAT?

That’s the question our team asked when in
November, masked men from Yamaha met us at the
Fort Myers Yacht Basin downtown. Two unmasked
vessels: a dual-engine Jupiter 27 center-console
and a single-engine Robalo Cayman 246 Bay were
dockside. With plenty of multi-engine joystick time
under our belt, we opted for a new experience with
the Robalo’s single engine.

The EX Factor revolutions, depending on your rpm. DES
The joystick s the top tier of the new works without hydraulics, as does the
Yamaha Helm Master EX operating sys- Yamaha autopilot—the third tier—and

tem. The EXiteration is compatible with
all F-series DEC controlled Yamaha out-
boards 150 hp and up. The tiered system
begins with the Digital Electronic Control
(electronic throttle and shift), to which
optional Digital Electronic Steering can
be added. That allows you to customize
the steering resistance and adjust the
lock-to-lock steering from four to nine

that saves a considerable amount of
weight in pumps, hoses and fluids.

There are no black boxes for the autopi-
lot, just asmall ECM, heading sensor and
antennaplugged into the system. From
the DEC to the joystick, all components
can be easily retrofit. With 100 percent
digital controls, the wheel is just bolted
to the dash, and the cable links it and

REMEMBER to always observe all applicable boating laws. Never drink and drive. Dress properly with a USCG-approved personal flotation device and protective gear. © 2020 Yamaha Motor Corporation,
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Everglades' 2021 235 CC is one of the first boats op-

tionally equipped with the full suite of Helm Master
EX series controls that fully integrate navigation,
engine information, joystick controls and autopilot.

the joystick to the Helm Master display
and the electronic steering. Without
hydraulics, the autopilot is plug-and-play.

Showing Off

Garmin builds Yamaha’s full-featured
MFD, the CL7 display, and it is essentially
amultifunction display with chart-
plotting and sonar-scanning capabilities.
The EX system is also compatible with
Raymarine’s Axiom series displays. Anew
5-inch touchscreen display, the CL5, is
available for Helm Master EX, as well.

But how ’bout that single-engine
joystick. Did it work? Yes it did.

With it we could dock easily
without having to spin the helm and
simultaneously work the throttle and
shift. The single-lever control handles
vector and thrust, shifting from forward
toreverse for fast, easy and finely tuned
adjustments in direction and speed.

But can you pivot with ajoystickon a
single powerplant?

We did.

To pivot counterclockwise, twist the
stick to full port, and begin moving it fore
and aft to shift from forward to reverse
and feed in throttle. The first thing you
will notice in this maneuver—besides the
fact thatit works pretty neatly—is that it’s
smooth as well. No matter how fast you
shift from forward to reverse, the motor
is throttled down to idle speed before the
shift begins, and then throttles up when
it’s complete. It happens so quickly, the
rpm change on the instruments is barely

visible and barely discernible to the skip-
per. Officially, we could not crab the boat
with the stick and single outboard, but
Yamaha'’s Capt. Sean Gill discovered a
hack that would “walk” it sideways. And
itis easy.

Just pull back the stick a bit, then turn
forward, twist, and quickly repeat. With
amoment’s practice, the
rhythm is easy to repeat,
and with five or six repeti-
tions, we had afoot between
us and the dock—enough
room to clear the stern as
we turned away.

The electronic steering
has tobe selected to get the
Yamaha autopilot, which
also has to be present to add

the full-maneuverability

joystick. The logic is that %
the autopilot powers the 4
joystick, but the joystick E"
adds additional controls to g

the autopilot.

Control Freak

Tap “Fish Point” on the joystick to hold
your boat over a given waypoint without
concern for the boat’s heading; the bow
or stern (depending on what the operator
selects) will swing downwind or down-
current. Tap “Stay Point” on multi-engine
installations to keep the vessel on station
and maintain a heading—anice feature
when waiting for a slip at the gas dock.
“Drift Point” is beautiful for drift-fishing,

ELECTRONIC
THROTTLE AND SHIFT
is the first level of
super-smooth, ultimate
control in Yamaha
outboards from 150 hp
upward.

w

especially with akite; it lets the vessel
drift while maintaining heading so lines
and kites aren’t entangled. All of these
features can be controlled with and

are contingent on having the autopilot
function.

The joystick also lets you change a
course in autopilot mode just by turning
the stick. Or set a parallel
course by pressing the stick
to starboard or port. That
lets you give an approaching
vessel awider berth without
having to deactivate the
autopilot.

Ifyou are thinking
all these features seem
dronelike in quality—bingo!

And thatbecomes even

more apparent on multi-
engine vessels. With the
i dual-engine Jupiter, we
C: could pivot exactly on
position. A twist of the stick
issues the command “pivot
in place,” and the Helm
Master EX system executes it flawlessly.
Crabbing works the same way, ensuring
thatyoursidestep is perfectly aligned to
your intentions.

While many of these controls and
maneuvers are possible in other
integrated control systems, the Helm
Master EX offers a smoother, more
intuitive global control system than we
have experienced with other systems.

Control is power.

USA. Allrights reserved. 866-894-1626
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FIND A PARTNER WHO IS
JUST AS SERIOUS AS YOU ARE.

When you're serious, you need
a boat that is up for everything
and ready for anything.

INVI.}'?IBLE Learn more at invincibleboats.com

WHEN YOU'RE SERIOUS.




CHASE THRILL

THE THRILL OF SPORT FISHING LIES IN THE DETAILS:

The quiet anticipation before the bite. The grueling tug of war that ensues. The steady hand on

the reel. The satisfaction of a trophy photo op. At Boston Whaler, we build the world’s greatest
fishing boats by focusing on the details of our craft — so you have all the confidence, comfort

and capability to enjoy yours.



BOSTON ~

WHALER

Secure your new Boston Whaler now to lay the groundwork for thrilling seasons ahead.
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Has anyone seen
a boat called
Social Distancing?

Our Readers’
Fishy Facts and

20%

OWN A
BAY BOAT

29%

HAVE
SALTWATER-
FISHED 20-39
DAYS IN THE
PAST YEAR

ikeyouall, ’'mssick of hearing the

term “social distancing,” sick of
havingto do it, but happy as hell, so far,
ithas kept me safe. And I'm grateful.

Boaters boated and fishermen fished.
And they did it alot more. Some because
they had more time on their hands,
some because they needed the escape
from apolitical tempest and others as
abully pulpit for the political tempest.
Whatever the motivator, if their old boat
wasn’t up to their new commitment
—71percent said they would fish or
boat more during the pandemic—they
shopped up anew one with about 15
minutes of web surfing. We’ve heard of
fishermen, spurred on by the COVID-19
outbreak, who selected, equipped
and closed on their newboat without
ever stepping into a showroom. Itjust
showed up on adockoradealerlot,
ready to hitch to aball mount.

Thisis the seventh time we have
conducted this survey of all things
saltwater fishing. And you all have been
consistent. Consistently keeping your
boat, making your allotted days on the

water, taking the largest crews your boat
could accommodate and going for fish.

Though our survey indicates that you
fished more, we didn’t need a survey to
tell us that. Boatbuilders told us when
they sold out their entire inventory by
May. Dealers had emptylots and sought
outunused used boats to put on the
block. If you sold your boat without
replacing it, we are sorry. But your tim-
ingwas good. You got more money for it
thanyou ever willin the future.

Bayboats and center-consoles still
dominate the fishing market. The
former have one engine; the latter, on
average, have two. Costis no object. Only
safety, and fun.

With an average crew size of three,
you're well within the social-distancing
rules, and boatbuilders are making sure
your boat will accommodate them.

Our guide exists because as boat-
builders compete for your money, they
offer more seating, more fishability,
better-looking color schemes, and far
more powerful and efficient engines to
drive the vessel. Your choices are getting
harder to make; the purpose of this guide
isto help you navigate the seas to your
perfectboat. Don’tlet anybody tell you it
doesn’texist.

-
&

ﬁm% Faned

RANDY VANCE
Editor-at-Large, Marine and Fishing
randy.vance@bonniercorp.com

37%

OWN AN
OFFSHORE
CENTER-CONSOLE
BOAT

49%

HAVE
SALTWATER-
FISHED

FOR 40 OR
MORE YEARS

20%

SALTWATER-
FISH
ALONE

HAVE
SALTWATER-
FISHED

FOR OFFSHORE
SPECIES

24%

HAVE
YAMAHA
OUTBOARDS

1%

HAVE
SALTWATER-
FISHED FOR
INSHORE
SPECIES

18%

SALTWATER-
FISH WITH
FRIENDS

86%

OWN
OUTBOARD-
POWERED
BOATS
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_FISHING BOAT BUYERS GUIDE—GEAR

WHEN YOU BUY A NEW BOAT, SOME KEY GEAR NEEDS INSTANTLY COME TO
MIND, SUCH AS BATTERIES AND AN ANCHOR. BUT NOT EVERY NECESSITY IS
AS OBVIOUS, AND QUITE A FEW NONESSENTIALS MAKE SENSE FOR BOATING

ANGLERS. HERE ARE 27 GEAR ITEMS THAT MAKE BOATING AND FISHING

EASIER, MORE ENJOYABLE, AND SAFER.

By Chris Woodward

1. BATTLE BELT
AFTCO designed its
lightweight Alijos fight-
ing belt for use with
20- to 50-pound lines.
Stamped from marine-
grade gold-anodized
aluminum with an
overmolded, closed-cell
polyurethane pad, the
Alijos accommodates
the same quick-clip
nylon straps as the
larger AFTCO fighting
belts. The stainless-
steel gimbal cross pin
can be removed. The
thermal-formed nylon
liner inside the alumi-
num gimbal pocket
helps resist scarring.
$89; aftco.com

2. FIERCE
PROTECTION
Columbia’s Force XII
ODX foul-weather-gear
jacket and bib feature
Outdry Extreme water-
proof, breathable con-
struction, and they're
fully seam-sealed.

The jacket comes with

watertight comfort cuffs !

and cargo pockets, and
is available in sizes S
through XXL and in azul
(blue) and carbon fiber
(black/dark gray). Bibs
come in S through XXL
and in carbon fiber, and
offer partial elastic at
the waist, reinforced
knees and bottom leg
zips. $300 (bib), $350
(jacket); columbia.com

: 3. TAKE IT

: WITH YOU

i Made from TPU,

i Calcutta's Keeper dry
i waterproof duffel is

i abrasion-resistant and
i fully waterproof at the
i seams and zipper. It

i features a removable

i and padded shoulder
strap, large exterior

i web pocket, and second
i sealed exterior pocket.
¢ It measures 12 inches
¢ wide by 12 inches high
¢ by 23 inches long,

i and offers 35 liters of

i internal volume. The

¢ bag s gray and black,
i and comes with four

i webbed loops on the

i sides for attaching to

i aboat or vehicle. $50;
! calcuttaoutdoors.com

18 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2021



4. SOFT
LANDING

Frabill's ultralight con-
servation net features

a 48-inch carbon-fiber
handle with a molded
rubber grip, the com-
pany’s patented Pow'R
Lok yoke, and a unique

¢ hoop shape. To best pro-
i tect fish for release, the
ultralight comes with

a completely knotless
mesh netting, and a flat
i linear bottom to reduce
i fish rolling. The mesh-
guard hoop resists wear
and reduces lure catch
points. The hoop mea-
sures 18-by-21 inches
and is 18 inches deep.
$129.99; frabill.com

BLUBEN

5. CRUCIAL
TOOLS

When anglers tie a knot
with braid or heavy
mono, they take a few
wraps on their hands to
cinch it, and that can cut
the skin. The Accurate
knot puller is covered
with rubber for a nonslip
surface and comes with
two holes atop the tool
to secure hooks.

The puller comes pack-
aged with APXL-7 pliers;
both are made from
6061 T-6 lightweight
aluminum. $125;
accuratefishing.com

6. DOWN
WITHIT
Descending devices
help fish recover from
barotrauma by lower-
ing them to a depth that
recompresses their air
bladders. SeaQualizer
makes three versions:
shallow (set release
depths include 30, 50
and 70 feet), standard
(50, 100 and 150 feet)
and deep (100, 200 and
300 feet). As a rule of
thumb, fish should be
sent back to at least
half the depth at which
they were caught,
SeaQualizer says.
$59.99; seaqualizer.com

7. SIGHTING IN

A recent addition to the
sports-performance
collection, Costa’s Tail-
walker was inspired by
the way a sailfish grey-
hounds along the sur-
face. Featuring a regular
frame fit and the new
adjustable locking-lever
temple tips, Tailwalkers
have an edgy appeal.
Available in matte black,
matte fog gray and
matte wetlands frame
colors, Tailwalkers can
be fitted with a variety
of glass or plastic 580
lenses. $189 to $269;
costadelmar.com

i 8. KICKIN' IT

i Xtratuf's 6-inch ankle

i deck boots were

i crafted specifically for
i recreational anglers.

i Goring around the

i ankle, and back/front

i finger tabs make

i these easy to slip on.

i The interior boasts

i adurable fabric that

i lets the foot breathe.

¢ This lightweight

i waterproof boot (3.16

i pounds) features the

i same nonmarking,

i slip-resistant Chevron
i outsole as the

i company's iconic Legacy
i boot, worn by Alaskan
i commercial fishermen.
i New colors include the
i green/camo for men

i (pictured) and black/

i scales for women. Men'’s
i boots come in sizes 7

i through 14; women'’s

{ boots are available in

i sizes 5 through 11.

i $95; xtratuf.com

. 9. SHARP

PACKAGE

i Afirst-of-its-kind

i product, Bubba's

i Multi-flex interchange-
i able blade system is

i designed to deliver the
i strength and durability
i of a full-tang traditional
i fillet knife while provid-
i ing the ability to swap

i different styles of

¢ blades to tackle small,
¢ medium or large fish in
¢ any environment. The

i kitincludes a 7-inch

i tapered flex, an 8-inch
i ultra flex, a 9-inch

i serrated flexand a

i 9-inch stiff blade. The

nonslip handle features

a squeeze-and-slide

i mechanism that allows
i you to switch blades

i quickly. A locking

¢ mechanism keeps the

¢ blade secure. The kit

¢ comes with an EVA

i carrying case.

i $126; bubba.com
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BOATIN
ACCES

1. HEAVY-DUTY
HAULER

The LoadOut 5-gallon
bucket from Yeti, made
from high-density
polyethylene, stands up
to the tough demands
of offshore fishing. The
bucket features Anchor
Point tie-down slots, a
Hefty Hauler handle for
comfort and reliability,
and a nonmarring
Bearfoot nonslip ring on
the bottom to prevent
sliding. Accessories
include a gear belt,

and a lid or caddy for
expanded functionality.
The LoadOut comes

in white, sea foam,

desert tan and charcoal.

$39.99; yeti.com

2. BIG BOOM

With the Tigress
Poseidon dredge boom,
center-console boats
can pull double and
triple dredges down
deep to raise boat-

shy fish that would
otherwise not come up
to the spread. Designed
to work with 80-pound-
class bent-butt rods
and Lindgren-Pitman or
Hooker electric reels,
this accessory features
a 7-foot black fiberglass
boom, heavy-duty block
pulley, and stainless-
steel hardware, and it
comes with a safety
tether and stainless
carabiner. 5649;
tigressoutriggers.com

3. EASY CLEAN

To create the Magic
Sponge Xtend, Star brite
took its popular Ultimate
Magic Sponge—a
melamine foam scuff
and streak eraser with

a reinforced core—and
gave it a swivel head
that attaches to any
handle with both a quick
connector and screw-
thread adapter. The at-
tachment pad can also
be used with all Star
brite scrubber handles.
Clean without straining
your back or knees.
$34.99; starbrite.com

4. COMFORT
STEERING

Edson took the features
of its proven Stainless
PowerKnob and added
ComfortGrip to cushion
the fingers for greater
ease and control.

Strap the ComfortGrip
PowerKnob to any
wheel rim measuring
% to 1Y inches in
diameter, or bolt it

onto any solid rim.

With its Delrin ball
bearings, the knob
makes maneuvering any
size boat easier. 5137;
edsonmarine.com

| 5, TROLL

POLES

i Gemlux says its deluxe
i outrigger bases allow

i center-console boat

i owners to deploy

¢ outriggers like sport-

i fish-boat captains at a

i lower cost. The bases

i still feature the same

i under-the-T-top

i operation as the

i company’s Bluewater

i Bases, as well as many
i of the same internal

i components. The one-
i handle design allows

i for adjustments up,

¢ down, in or out. The

i bases support 16- to

i 18-foot poles, including
i the 16-foot internally

¢ rigged hybrid outriggers

(pictured) and the 18-

i foot collapsible hybrid

i outriggers, both made

i from a proprietary

i blend of carbon-fiber

i composite materials.

i The collapsible riggers
i can be easily stored in

i compact places. 51,680

(pair of bases), $1,600
(pair of 16-foot hybrid
poles); gemlux.com

i 6. FLOTATION

i WEAR

i AType III recreational
i life jacket for inshore

i and coastal use, the

i Mustang Survival MIT-
i 100 Automatic features
i aminimum of 25.1

i pounds of buoyancy

i when inflated—1.5 times
i more buoyancy than

i regular foam devices.

i The high-tenacity nylon
i used in the face fabric

i allows this jacket to

i be softer, suppler and

i lighter weight than

i previous versions. The

i adjustable belt creates
¢ acustomized fit for

¢ most adults. Large

arm cutouts provide

¢ comfort and mobility. A
¢ manual inflation handle
¢ is easily accessible

i when needed. $159.99;

mustangsurvival.com
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Go on a power trip with

b With all this power, you'll
find, pinpga’ E_& catch fish
like never before.

NEW for 20211
9" Hybrid Touch

19

.,ZTIQF 19" Mu[ H
tiTouch Ips p;
TZT16F 16" Myl Touch IPs pj -

BT TZT12F 12" Hybyi Isplay
TZT9Fg Hybrid Touch IPS Display 2" Hybrid Touch Ips Display

Unleash the power to see fish clearer, deeper & on both sides of your boat, with unprecedented clarity.

IS EDNEINS LU 2k\W/3kW TruEcho CHIRP™ DFF3D Multi Beam Sonar WEIREEIREGEEAWIGE Premium Fishing &
kW TruEcho CHIRP™  BEBLEIsN iy s Flelal e lW/THEII Il See 120° Port-Starboard Wiy NBElEGlaR\[els[ZMM CMOR Charts

TZT9F is a Single-Channel kW TruECHO CHIRP™ Compatible with TZT12F/16F/19F only Requires external sensor
touch

Get the whole story at NavNet.com



7. PROPER 8. POWER

TREATMENT TEST :

Chevron Products Boating anglers often

Company’s Techron deal with electrical : 9. STEADY
Marine fuel-system problems. And while ¢ VIEW

treatment—an alcohol-
and emulsifier-free
formula—does not
contribute to water
uptake, and provides
boaters with enhanced
fuel stabilization,
corrosion protection
and cleaning power.
Techron Marine can be
used in any vessel with
a gasoline engine. The
treatment stabilizes
fuel up to 24 months.
One ounce treats 10
gallons.

this tool is no replace-
ment for a digital
multimeter, it can help
a boater narrow down
the cause of battery
or battery-charging
problems on board.
Determine at a glance
whether a weak battery
is caused by a faulty
alternator or a failing
battery. The device
offers three alternator
readings and three
battery readings. It
has 28-inch leads
with an alligator clip
and test probe.

i Offshore fishermen

i in particular need

i powerful binoculars;

i the more powerful,

i the better—to a point.

i When binoculars get too
i powerful, the motion

¢ of the boat and the

i hands make it difficult

! to clearly view targets.
Fujinon eliminates that
i in these 14x40 highly

¢ magnified optics with

i electronically stabilized
¢ imaging. The subject—
i whether a bird flock or
i floating log—remains

i steady in the eyepieces.

FEEL BETTER. TRAVEL FARTHER.

WWW.SHOCKWAVESEATS.COM

SHOCKWAVE

Try It, and You’ll Never Boat Again
Without Suspension Seating

Shockwave’s S5 Suspension Module absorbs the
wave impact so you don’t have to. The S5 eliminates
fatigue at the end of a day on the water.

Made in North America
Fits Most Recreational Boats

Installs Easily

My body says thanks... Wish | had them for my entire career!
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the center of everything you love about life on the water. #/RUNTHEWATER
YAMAHABOATS.COM

020 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. Follow instructional materials and obey all laws. Drive responsibly, wearing
protective apparel. Always drive within your capabilities, allowing time and distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you
Don't drink and drive. Any references to other companies or their products are for identification purposes only, and are not intended .
to be an endorsement. FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT YAMAHABQOATS.COM OR CALL 1.800.88 YAMAHA. W




1. THE PLUS
SIDE

Available in 7-, 9- and
12-inch models, the
Raymarine Axiom+
displays feature a quad-
core processor and
ultra-bright IPS screen.
Raymarine has also in-
troduced a HydroTough
coating to the new units
to repel water and oils.
Axiom+ comes with four
built-in sonar channels,
including RealVision 3D,
and an ultra-sensitive 10
Hz GPS/GNSS receiver,
as well as Raymarine's
new LightHouse charts.
Prices start at

2. WATCHDOG

Garmin's OnDeck
system offers boaters

a remote monitoring
and management
solution. When paired
with the ActiveCaptain
app, OnDeck monitors
battery status, door/
hatch sensors, GPS
location and more. The
system includes a door,
temperature and shore-
power sensors, and a
relay switch. OnDeck
can be used with a mul-
tifunction display and
has a 48-hour internal
backup battery.

3. NEXT GEN

TZT, Time Zero
Technology, is lightning
fast when you change
from fish finder to chart
to radar, and redraw is
seamless. There's no
waiting on the TZT16F.
It's more iPhone-Llike
than anybody, with up,
down, left and right
swipes to bring up pages
and menus. It features
true, full CHIRP, not
the modified chirp of
lesser systems so bot-
tom targets are painted
in exquisite detail.
MapMedia, CMAP, Navi-
onics or CMOR mapping
compatible, plus pin-
code security.

4. SONAR STAR
The most powerful Elite
series fish finder/chart
plotter Lowrance has
ever offered, the Elite
Fishing System (FS)
combines ActiveTarget
Live Sonar and extreme
high-res Active Imaging
with chirp, SideScan
and DownScan to offer
anglers multiple views.
C-Map Contour+ Fishing
Maps come pre-loaded.
Available with either a
7- or 9-inch screen, FS
comes in a variety of
models—some with all
of the sonar bells and
whistles, and others
with a smaller selec-
tion of features.

5. FAR-RANGING
Humminbird’s third-
generation Solix
multifunction displays
feature a new dual-core
processor and an
expanded range of
Mega Imaging+, see-
ing to deeper depths
and farther distances
(up to 250 feet deep
and 250 feet to each
side). Available with
10.1-,12.1- or 15.4-
inch sunlight-viewable
screens. Solix G3 comes
with dual-spectrum
chirp sonar. Avail-

able charts include
CoastMaster and
Navionics.

6. SAVING
GRACE

ACR’s ResQKit and
ResQKit Pro provide
ultimate ditch-bag
essentials, including

a GlobalFix V4 EPIRB
(Cat. 2), electronic
distress flare and flag,
strobe, and more. The
Pro also comes with

a ResQLink 400 PLB
(see photo above) and
a Firefly Pro Waterbug
light. The RapidDitch
express bag can float
up to 15 pounds of gear.
The ResQKit weighs
6.7 pounds, and the Pro
weighs 7.03 pounds.
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We took the best qualities of a
catamaran and the best attributes
of a bay boat and produced our
game-changing 260 Sea Cat.

It’s hull design gives you an
incredibly smooth ride and is
capable of taking you offshore to
chase pelagics or into the shallow
bays for inshore species.

Built to last | Warrantied for life

Sealatf

— el

Schedule a ride on the incredible cat with a local dealer or check us out at

228-206-4042 | www.seacatboats.com



7. ACCURATE
LISTENING
Icom’'s M93D 5-watt
handheld VHF comes
with an internal GNSS
GPS receiver that en-
sures an 8- to 12-second
fix on your location,
critical for DSC distress
calling or navigation to
specific waypoints. The
M93D can save 50 way-
points and gives steer-
age information on the
LED screen, including
speed and course. The
radio floats for added
safety and security, and
comes with a battery
pack, an AC adapter/
charger, and a 12-volt
outlet cable. 5249.99;
icomamerica.com

8. HIDDEN
TUNES

Fusion's Apollo WB670
hideaway system and
ERX400 wired remote
eliminate the need for

a stereo head unit on
the dash. Controlled
through the remote

or a compatible MFD,
the WB670 inherited

its key audio features
from the Apollo RAG70,
including digital signal
processing. Available
sources include AM/FM,
Bluetooth, Apple Air-
Play2, USB and more. It
mounts behind inside a
center console. 5449.99
(WB670), $229.99
(ERX400); fusionenter-
tainment.com

9. LIGHT THE WAY
The USCG-approved
Sirius Signal C-1002 two-
color, electronic visual-
distress-signal device
(classified by the Coast
Guard as an eVDSD) is
five times brighter than
any approved device on
the market, according

to the manufacturer. Its
13 LEDs shine an SOS in
visible light and infrared.
Itincludes an app for
creating float plans,
one-touch check-in, and
SOS notifications to first
responders and contacts.
$299.95 (kit with light,
flag, whistle, batteries);
siriussignal.com

WAVMWEEASTERNBOATISHCONV|
Fal:turI Direct Sauiugs in 2021 HoNDA

31 Industrial Way Milton NH 03851 603-652-9213

Always wear o personal flototion device while boating ond read your owners manual.
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MA-510TR

Automatic Identification System (AlS)

Bring It On.

See who and what'’s out there. Receive both Class A and B
signals from other AlS-equipped vessels and base stations,
all while your own dynamic information is being transmitted.

Plug-and-play with NMEA 2000™ connections to tie in with
your existing network of safety equipment: gps plotter,
radar or lcom VHF radios. Truly, a safety at sea solution.

> 4.3” Wide Viewing Color Display

\Y

Simplified GPS Navigation Function

USB Connectivity

> Silent Mode for Security & Safety

> Companion to Award Winning lcom M506 & M605
> Same Size as the MA-500TR

\%

£ V¥ © vuid [

www.icomamerica.com/marine
sales@icomamerica.com

©2021 Icom America Inc. The Icom logo is a registered trademark of Icom Inc. 21082
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Select between navigation and
night mode screens
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ELECTRONICS

WHAT READERS WANT

C

FIFTY-NINE PERCENT OF BOATERS SAID THEY PREFER TO BUY
A VESSEL THAT'S ALREADY EQUIPPED WITH ELECTRONICS.

Combo or Multifunction Display?

SMALLER, LESS-EXPENSIVE PLOTTER/FISH-FINDER COMBO UNITS FIT THE NEEDS OF MANY
ANGLERS WHO DON'T REQUIRE MULTIFUNCTION DISPLAYS CAPABLE OF NETWORKING WITH
RADAR, AUTOPILOT, BLACK-BOX SONAR UNITS, AND OTHER PERIPHERALS.

n an age when big-screen multifunction

displays dominate every wish list,
relatively basic “combo” units remain
unloved. However, these utilitarian ma-
chines rank among the bestselling models
from major marine electronics brands
such as Garmin, Furuno, Humminbird,
Raymarine, Lowrance and Simrad.

Combos are generally affordable, easy
to install, a cinch to use, and effective for
inshore and some offshore applications.

PACKAGE DEAL

The main functional difference between
combo units and MFDs: networkability.
Combos generally come with built-in GPS

By Chris Woodward and Jim Hendricks

as well as plotter and sonar functions, and
only occasionally do they offer connec-
tivity for additional electronics such as
radar and autopilots.

MFDs often link up with external
modules or black boxes that provide
multiple features and options. They
network—using NMEA 2000—with all
peripheral electronic devices and with
avariety of systems on the boat such
asunderwater lights, stereos, digital
switching systems and more.

“In our lineup, we consider the Element
series to be a combo unit rather than an
MFD,” says Jim McGowan, marketing
manager for Raymarine. “In our book,

combo units have two primary features
in them: a GPS/chart plotter and a sonar.
Typically, the combo units don’t have
quite as much networking or expansion
capability compared with a traditional
MFD like Raymarine’s Axiom.”

Furuno’s Jeftf Kazlauric offers a slightly
different take. “A combo unit would
contain two or three main features (GPS/
chart plotter, fish finder and radar) built
in,” Kazlauric says. “For example, our
GP1871F and GP1971F are considered

Garmin's EchoMap units don't network
with radar or OneHelm, which differenti-
ates them from the company’s MFDs.
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ELECTRONICS

WHAT READERS WANT

THIRTY PERCENT OF INBOARD SPORT-FISH OWNERS USE AT
LEAST 75 PERCENT OF THEIR ELECTRONICS' CAPABILITIES.

combo units because they are GPS chart
plotters/fish finders.”

SMALLER OPTIONS

Combo units often land on smaller
center-consoles and skiffs, where the
owner’s budget, and helm space, might
be tight. Some manufacturers tradition-
ally have limited the screen size of their
combo units for that reason.

“Due to the screen size and sonar/GPS
offerings of [Humminbird’s combo-unit]
Helix 5- and 7-inch G2 and G3 models,
we find that inshore anglers prefer these
models,” says Matt Cook, Humminbird
brand manager. “For those with larger
boats, the Helix G4N and Solix G3
MFD series offer robust sonar, GPS and
networking options.”

But these days, combos also can be
found in larger sizes. In the Garmin

“COMBO UNITS CAN
GENERALLY HIT A
MORE AFFORDABLE
PRICE POINT FOR
MANY SHOPPERS.”

lineup, for instance, combos range from
the Striker 4, with a 314-inch color dis-
play screen and a push-button operating
system, to the EchoMap Ultra 126sv,
with a12-inch color touchscreen and a
key-assist function.

On the upper end, 9 to 12 inches seems
to be the largest display available in a
combo model. In the Simrad Cruise line,
the biggest screen measures 9 inches.
However, a Lowrance Elite Ti2 combo
model and a Raymarine Element combo
feature screens as large as 12 inches.

“Combo units generally hit amore
affordable price point for many shoppers
because these models are built to have
everything you need and nothing that you

Humminbird's Helix 7 MEGA SI GPS G3
combo unit (above right) can pair with
an all-in-one transom-mount (center)
or through-hull (left) transducer that
combines multiple sonar capabilities.

don’t,” McGowan explains. For example,
aRaymarine Element 12HV starts at
$1,799.99, while a Raymarine Axiom

12 MFD starts at $2,449.99. The new-
generation Axiom+ 12-inch MFD starts
at $2,499.

While a combo unit reflects less tech
compared with MFDs, the same cannot
be said about quality, McGowan points
out. “There are certain features we
won’t skimp on, like a high-resolution,
bright, daylight-viewable display,” he
says. The Element series also features the
performance of a quad-core processor.

INSTALLATION EASE

Another advantage of combo units lies in
their comparatively simple installation.
“There are fewer things to connect and
configure with a combo unit,” says An-
drew Golden, whose company represents
the Lowrance and Simrad brands.

Most combo units feature a built-in
GPS receiver, which means no separate
antenna to mount and no extra cable to
route. Many units can be installed as
less-expensive do-it-yourself projects.
Yet, even if a marine-electronics installer
does the job, combo installation takes less
time than configuring a fully networked
MFD, and that translates to lower cost.

Many combo units also come with
multifunctional transducers for greater
fish-finder capability. Garmin’s Echo-
Map Ultra106sv and 126sv models,
for instance, include a GT54UHD-TM
transom-mount all-in-one transducer
with high-wide chirp, and ultra-high-
definition ClearVii (down) and SideVii
(side) scanning sonars.

TRANSDUCER TYPES
The other half of a great fish finder is its
transducer. To choose the right style, Air-
mar Technology offers these suggestions.

e

TRANSOM
Best for boats under 25 feet with outboard
propulsion. Not good for inboards or
larger vessels, where turbulence at the
transom is significant.

L}

IN-HULL
For boats of any size with fiberglass hulls.
Must be located in front of the propellers
on an inboard boat and ahead of the first
step on stepped hulls.

THROUGH-HULL
For boats over 25 feet made from any
hull material. Best choice for larger hulls
because the faring block keeps the trans-
ducer face below the bubbles that travel
on the hull. Nonfaring block models can
also be installed on boats up to 36 feet.
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THE RESULT OF 20 YEARS

OF A SINGLE-MINDED DEDICATION

TO PERFECTING WHAT WE STARTED.

EVERYTHING ELSE IS JUST A BAY BOAT

#1 STILL FOR A REASON.

WWW.PATHFINDERBOATS.COM

@©VYAMAHA



ELECTRONICS

THE LATEST IN AUDIO

FUSION's RAB70 (1) head unit has all the bells and whistles
of the Apollo Series, including digital signal processing, in a
compact form. MSRP: $449.99 KICKER's KMCD PREMIUM
MARINE MEDIA CENTER (2) is a 240-watt marine source
unit with a color LCD screen, USB charging and thumb-drive
playback. MSRP: $549 JL AUDIO’s MEDIAMASTER 50 (3)
offers NMEA 2000 networking and comes with a built-in
100-watt amplifier. MSRP: $399.99

COURTESY FROM LEFT: FUSION ENTERTAINMENT; KICKER MARINE; JL AUDIO;

RAYMARINE (OPPOSITE)

CENTER CONSOLES 180 | 190 | 210 | 230 | 260 | 280  CABIN CRUISERS 215 | 235 | 255 | 285 | 315

NorthCoast

RUGGED | VERSATILE | PERFORMANCE

——— MADE INUSA NORTHCOASTBOATS.COM
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Similarly, each Lowrance Elite Ti2
combo unit comes with an Activelmaging
3-in-1transom-mount transducer that
features chirp, SideScan and DownScan.
A single transducer that gives you more
ways to find structure and fish saves the
cost of buying multiple transducers to
do the same things, and further simplifies
the installation.

RULE EXCEPTIONS
Although by nature and cost, combos are
traditionally self-contained,

functionality as well, so that theory
doesn’t really apply anymore.”
As an example, the Garmin EchoMap
Ultra series offers built-in

standing alone in terms of WHAT READERS WANT | support for networking with
their features, newer models AMONG OPIN- Garmin’s Panoptix sonars and
challenge that definition. IONS SHARED, Panoptix LiveScope scanning
“The lines [between combos MANY BOATERS sonar, which offers real-time,
and MFDs] have been blurred | WANTED TO video-like views of structure
more and more over the UPDATE THEIR and fish. The units also feature
years,” explains Carly Hysell, | ELECTRONICS. NMEA 2000 connectivity for
media relations manager networking, with peripherals
for Garmin. “In the past, such as heading sensors, auto-
multifunction displays were pilots, digital switching and
considered any unit that the Fusion-Link audio system.

could do networking, but now
some of our combo units have
atleast some networking

In another example of
expanding functionality,
Simrad’s GO9 XSE and GO12

While most combos come in only 7- and
9-inch sizes, Raymarine includes a 12-
inch display in its Element Series, which
also features a quad-core processor.

XSE combo units can be networked to
serve as displays for Simrad’s Broadband
3G/4G and Halo pulse-compression radar
systems for safer navigation.

The evolving nature of combo units
makes them even more versatile for navi-
gation and finding structure and fish. Yet
ultimately, as many anglers have learned
about their small skiffs and boats: You
don’t always need abig, expensive MFD
with lots of extra features for angling suc-
cess. Sometimes a compact combo unit is
the just right machine for the job.

VETUS MAXWELL is a proud partner and supplier
of thrusters and windlasses to Intrepid, maker of
high performance watercraft

FIRST TO THE

: VETUS MAXWELL Thrusters and Windlasses

det anglers take performance higher.

Pinpoint anchoring and maneuvering are essential for any angler to perform
at his peak. VETUS MAXWELL makes bow thrusters and anchoring systems
that install easily and operate with quiet, reliable precision. Together, VETUS
Maxwell windlass and thruster performance enables anglers to anchor over
favorite fishing spots with confidence, and at the end of the day smoothly
maneuver back into the slip with trophies held high.

| UETLS MAXWELL |

www.vetus.com
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COURTESY PATHFINDER

® INSHORE/COASTAL

ay boats are among the abundant
choices in coastal and nearshore
fishing boats. They are offered by a
range of manufacturers that maintain
aspecial appeal to anglers with a
broad spectrum of angling interests.
Legendary bay-boat builders, as well
those just venturing into this popular
style, find continuing enthusiasm for
the design and unflagging demand.
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Among the respondents to our survey, 61 percent expressed
enthusiasm for owning a fishing-specific bay boat.

The value of a bay boat comes from its elevated fore and
aft casting decks, low freeboards for access to the water, and
abundant storage. Their shallow draft, from 12 to 17 inches,
allows access to shallow waters for collecting bait or hunting
predators, leading that pack in inshore-fishing machines.

Not that it’s the only choice. In the same size class, dual- and
center-consoles might better fit the needs of families with vary-
ing interests, with often only a small sacrifice in total fishability.

46 Hewes / 48 Pathfinder / 50 Skeeter / 52 Yamaha Boats
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VERSATILITY

Bay boats and inshore center-
consoles are often called on
to meet a spectrum of owner
demands on the water, from

fishing to exploring with family.

Bay boats were originally built for protected waters inshore,
but it’s now common to find them big enough—up to 27 feet—
and seaworthy enough for offshore duty and inshore shallows.

Sophisticated features and systems, once associated with
larger offshore boats, have steadily migrated down into this
versatile category, and buyers should expect the same robust
execution with top-of-the line components, quality materials
and top-shelf attention to detail they’d look for in a larger boat.
Many construction details are the same and, reasonably, you as
abuyer should accept nothing less.

43% 36% 21%

HOW OFTEN
DO YOU FISH WITH
LIVE BAIT?

® Less than 50% of the time
® More than 50% of the time
® Nearly 100% of the time

HOW MANY
GUNWALE ROD
HOLDERS DO YOU
NEED WHEN YOU
FISH OFFSHORE?

®4
6
e3
10 - (3%)
©® More than 10 (1%)

HOW MUCH

ROD STORAGE
DO YOU NEED ON
YOUR CURRENT
PRIMARY BOAT?

Space for 1 to 3 rods 47% 46% 7%
® Space for 4 to 6 rods
® Space for 7 to 12 rods HOW MANY
® Space for more than 12 LIVEWELLS DO
rods—I lose count of rods in 2
oyt YOU NEED?

® One is enough

® Two, one forward and one aft
Three, to keep different baits
separated
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BAY BOATS

WHAT READERS WANT

BUY A BOAT THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS, NOT WHAT OTHERS LIKE.
PURCHASE A BOAT YOU CAN AFFORD TO RUN AND MAINTAIN.

Clues to
Quality

By Glenn Law

hen shopping for an inshore-fishing

boat, there’s nothing to match time
on the water to help solidify a decision.
And certainly the particular qualities of
any boat become fully realized only after
spending time using it.

But prior to the first fishing trip or sea
trial, inspection of construction, compo-
nents and systems—in the showroom or
on the boat-show floor—provides valuable
insight that foretells a long and satisfying
ownership experience.

Look for the signs of quality and care
in design. You’ll pay for quality now—or
later in maintenance and repairs, incon-
venience, or worse: downtime when you
could be on the water on a hot bite.

HULL AND DECK

The hullsides should be the first thing you
look at. Sighting along the sides, look for a
glass-smooth surface, without ripples or
print-through from the fiberglass matting.
Structural components inside should not
give themselves away on the outside.

A well-built boat will have structural
elements installed in the mold rather than
fastened in later. A flawless expanse of
gelcoat speaks to the mold maintenance,
and offers a clue to the general care taken
in manufacturing,

Check out the rub rail. It should be
stainless steel, screwed, with screws flush
or countersunk over a semirigid bumper
rail, mounted on a reinforced line between
the hull and the cap.

Stepping aboard, the first instinct is to
imagine yourself fishing in this boat, and
that’s the right instinct.

Determine right off the bat if the layout
and arrangement of the interior are where

you’d like to spend fishing time.

“Make sure you have the storage to hold
the gear and equipment you will need for
your style of fishing,” says Jeff Martin,
advertising, social media and co-op
coordinator for Skeeter Boats.

Is there proper and adequate seating
for expected companions? Of survey
respondents, 78 percent fish with friends,
69 percent with family, 50 percent fish
alone, and 8 percent fish with a dog.

That determined, look for uniform
nonskid on the cockpit sole. Retractable

or recessed cleats create a snag-free space.
Rails should sit in recessed channels or

be canted inward to make moving around
the boat effortless. Grab bars should be
inconspicuous but intuitive in their place-
ment. “On the water, things happen fast,”
says David Clubbs, director of engineer-
ing for Regulator Boats. “Grab bars have
to be in the right place for split-second
decisions, and they should be laid out with
that mindset. If the interior is set up with
only leisure in mind, you are going to miss
something.”

EDITOR’S TIP

The American Boat and Yacht Council and the National Marine Manufacturers Association both establish and

maintain standards in boat construction and materials. Boat certification by either of these organizations offers the
buyer assurance that a particular manufacturer adheres to the industry’s best practices.
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HELM

Command central—the helm—is where
you’ll spend a lot of time. Convenience,
safety and efficiency are paramount.
Steering wheels and throttles should be
easy to reach whether you’re seated or
standing.

Armrests, if present, should fold up,
and be sturdy enough to withstand the
stress of rough conditions or high-speed
maneuvering.

Anything around the helm is likely
as some point to see duty as a grab bar.
Seating modules should be rock-solid,
as should framing around a windshield,
whether it’s acrylic or the increasingly
popular tempered glass.

The view forward should be
unobstructed, allowing the skipper to see
the forepeak, with sightlines all around,
relatively unobstructed.

Primary in helm ergonomics is access
to electronics. Of survey respondents,

88 percent preferred a single combo
display no larger than 12 inches, so space
is scarcely a consideration. Placement is,
however.

“In the past, electronics were installed
in overhead boxes,” says Lanie Martin,
director of sales and marketing, Stamas
Yachts. “It’s nicer to install them all on
the dash so you just glance down, without
having to interrupt your line of sight.”

If electronics that require special
accommodation are part of the final plan
—radar, spotlight or night-vision

A well-organized, accessible electrical
system (top). Robust fittings, double-
clamped bespoke quality (above).

cameras—you’ll need a top hamper,
either a T-top or hard sunshade. Check
construction and mounting: Is it installed
solidly through the deck, or on the con-
sole sides? On powder-coated aluminum,
look for nylon washers around screws,
which will reduce chipping.

The underside of overheads should
be a dark color to reduced glare
over the electronics. Rounding out
awell-appointed helm, a traditional

N A SCALE FROM1TO
, WITH 1 BEING “LOW
MPORTANCE" AND 5 BEING
‘HIGH IMPORTANCE,” HOW
MPORTANT IS FORWARD
EATING?
°
B
HIGH

THINKING ABOUT YOUR
ONBOARD ELECTRONICS ON
YOUR CURRENT PRIMARY BOAT,

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THEIR

CAPABILITY DO YOU USE?
® Lessthan10% @ 31-50% @ More than 75%
10 - 30% ®51-75%

APPROXIMATELY HOW MANY
BUILT-IN UTILITY TACKLE
BOXES DO YOU NEED IN HANDY
STORAGE FOR WHEN YOU FISH
OFFSHORE ON YOUR CURRENT

PRIMARY BOAT?
®Upto4 ®Upto8
Upto 6 ®Uptol0

® More than
10 (1%)

BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2021
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BAY BOATS

compass sits centered over the wheel,
atop the console.

HATCHES AND STORAGE

More than two-thirds of survey respon-
dents prefer to on- and off-load tackle for
each trip, rather than store it permanently
aboard, so convenience and ease of access
to storage becomes paramount.

If you are one of the 30 percent who
keeps tackle aboard, locking storage—and
locking rod storage in particular—is a
detail you’ll want to look for.

Alllocking hatches throughout the boat

LIVEWELL LIDS
SHOULD FOLD BACK
FLAT OUT OF THE WAY,
OR OPEN WIDE ON
FRICTION HINGES.

should be keyed alike.

Watertight hatches need to be
generously guttered around the perimeter,
to drain overboard or to the scuppers,
rather than into the bilge. Robust gaskets
and pressure latches ensure that what’s
inside remains dry.

Hinges should lie flush with the top
of the lid to avoid snagging your toes,
and be through-bolted, not screwed, in
most cases.

“In places where hinges fasten near a
seam or in a radius, and you can’t back-nut
it, we have to use screws,” says Charlie
Johnson, vice president, Maverick Boat
Company and Pathfinder Boats. “But we
cast a phenolic layer into the hatch lid to
support the hinge fasteners.”

Hatch lids should allow access to the
full hatch opening, but lid support is
essential.

Hatch lids should not open to lean
against anything, which can wear on the
lid or the boat. Increasingly builders are
using friction hinges, which hold the open
lid in place. Bigger hatch lids demand
other solutions.

“Large hatch lids should be strut-
supported,” explains Lanie Martin at
Stamas Yachts. “If it’s too heavy for a
friction hinge, it needs gas-ram struts to
hold it open.”

In such cases, struts should
be mounted so that they don’t
interfere with loading and
unloading the hatch.

LIVEWELLS

Iflive-baiting is your game, then
the livewell is the life-support
system for a successful day of
fishing.

Among respondents to our
survey, 21 percent fish live bait
all the time; 43 percent use live
bait half the time. Two thirds of
respondents carry a few dozen
baits at a time, while a third
need accommodation for six to
12 dozen baits.

Livewells should be able to

accommodate both scale baits and crus-

WHAT READERS WANT
BUYING THE
BOAT YOU WANT
IS IMPORTANT.
SETTLING FOR
LESS WILL COST
HAPPINESS,
FISHING TIME,
AND MORE
MONEY.

consistent supply of water at any speed.
They also prevent pumps losing prime. In

taceans.

“We offer separate
livewells for inshore fish-
ing,” says Jordan DeLong,
director of marketing,
Contender Boats.

“One for the hardier scale
baits and another for shrimp
or crabs. But basically we
customize the livewells to
the customer’s preference,
and configure them to the
needs of their area and how
they fish live bait.”

Options abound. Sea
chests, which pump water
into a holding tank and then
to the livewell, provide a

EDITOR'’S TIP

Technicals aside, there's pride of ownership and an emotional component to a boat purchase. A particular model

might have a quality build, plenty of features and conveniences, and a good reputation, but if you can't quite see
yourself fishing in that boat in the coming years, keeping looking. You'll know yours when you see it.
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Bay boats excel in offering unrestricted
space. As a dedicated inshore-fishing
platform, this design adapts readily to a
variety of styles and preferences.

lieu of that, having dual pumps—backup
redundancy—guarantees a reliable flow
of new water into the well in case of pump
problems.

Livewells should be constructed
without severe angles on the interior.

“Circular or oval wells are preferable
so no hard angles affect the liveliness
of bait,” says Lanie Martin, of Stamas.
“Another nice feature is visibility, either
aclear lid or an aquarium-style baitwell,
so it’s easy to keep tabs on your bait, make
sure everything is working right, and that
nobody accidentally turned off a switch.”

Livewell lids should fold back flat out of
the way, or open wide on friction hinges,
in order to provide adequate clearance for
filling from a cast net or by hand, without
roughing up the baits.

PLUMBING

Plumbing, aside from livewells and
washdown systems, has a single purpose:

v| BAY-BOAT
— CHECKLIST

1. HULL AND DECK
Look for pleasing
aesthetics, fiberglass
matting or bulkhead
print-through visible
when sighting down
the gelcoat surface.

2. HELM
Sightlines to instru-
mentation should be
unobstructed, con-
trols in comfortable
reach, and visibility a
clear 360-degrees.

3. STORAGE
Proper storage, at
least some of it dry,
enhances fishability
and safety by keep-
ing the deck and
crew organized.

4. LIVEWELLS
Livewell-pump
capacity should
be able to replace
livewell water every
10 minutes. Clear
lids are important.

5. PLUMBING
Waterlines, through-
hull fittings and
pump connections
should be double-
clamped, sealed and
easy to access.

6. ELECTRICAL
Wiring should be or-
ganized and labeled

within 6 inches of

either end. Fuse
blocks are superior
to in-line fuses.

7. FUEL
Fuel lines should
be double-clamped.
Fill lines must not
sag, and the tank
should be protected
from corrosion.
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BAY BOATS

to keep water where it belongs, which is
outside the boat.

From rainstorms to taking an errant
wave over the bow, there are plenty of
ways for water to get in, some of them not
always evident.

Rod and cup holders, if they are open at
the bottom, should be plumbed to drain
out the scuppers or overboard rather than
into the bilge. Removal of water in the
bilge depends on a pump, which depends
on battery power, two systems that could
fail at the worst time.

Hatch gutters should be oversize to
drain quickly. Deck scuppers should sit
above the waterline when the boat is at
rest to ensure rapid draining,

WATERLINES SHOULD
NOT RUN ABOVE ELEC-
TRICAL SYSTEMS OR
OTHER COMPONENTS.

Any through-hull fitting below the
waterline should be sealed and double-
clamped for safety. Through-hull fittings
should be inspected closely.

“Nylon or plastic through-hull fittings
are likely to fatigue and crack,” says Lanie
Martin at Stamas. “We prefer high-quality
stainless fittings. But you have to really
look closely sometimes because some
fittings are nylon with stainless caps.”

For heavier applications, such as larger
drain lines and holding tanks, bronze
fittings are preferable for their extra
durability and strength.

The way drainage and plumbing is rout-
ed through the bilge is important as well.
No waterlines should run above electrical
systems, where seepage of salt water could
drip onto wiring or other components.

Waterlines and drain lines should run
straight whenever possible.

Circuit breakers have largely replaced
fuses, even on smaller boats, and as a first
line of investigation in troubleshooting,
breakers should be accessible near the
helm. On a proper panel, all wires are
labeled within 6 inches of their terminal.

Breakers should be labeled as well, if
the wires are obscured by the breakers.
Terminals should be tinned copper, and
any splices sealed and shrink-wrapped.

Service loops—spare wire—

“We do alot of work WHAT READERS WANT | at the terminals allow easy

aligning plumbing,” says VERSATILITY maintenance of electrical
David Clubbs at Regula- AND SPACIOUS- components.
tor. “Make sure the hoses NESS ARE KEY Hallmarks of a sound harness
drain without sags or traps TO GETTING are continuous runs, without
so there is no freeze hazard. THE MOST oUT splices. Deutsch connectors are
Quality plumbing is more OF A BOAT. AND standard among experienced
than just getting water out YOU CAN NEVER builders.
of the boat.” HAVE TOO MUCH Quality wiring follows

ROD STORAGE. American Boat and Yacht
ELECTRICAL Council guidelines, which
SYSTEMS specify colors coded for features
The electrical system is or accessories. National Marine
the nerve center of any Manufacturers Association

boat. If it doesn’t hold up to
saltwater service, nothing
will work right.

certification follows these
guidelines, and both endorse-
ments ensure uniformity in

Features, design and options that suit

the buyer’s preference create a versatile
inshore-fishing boat, with the adaptability
to handle offshore ventures as well.

CATCH THE HIDDEN CLUES

When doing your own pre-purchase survey,
there is no end of details to consider, and
there are likely things you'll overlook.
However small, seemingly unrelated details
can offer valuable information about the
builder’s attention to quality, and some, while
insignificant in their own right, reflect a level
of care and quality that can reassure you of
your choice.

David Clubbs, Regulator’s director of
engineering, revealed a particular tell: “First
of all, we chrome-plate all of our screws for
additional protection. Then, when we fasten
the stainless-steel strip over the rub rail, we
set the slots on the heads of those screws so
that they are all aligned in the same direc-
tion. In the shop we call it ‘T-ing them up.™

So are all the slots in the screw heads set
vertical, so that they don't collect water?

Of course!
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adjective

When you're chumming the water but not catching any fish.

“DUDE. YOU NEED A SeAxeePeR.”




BAY BOATS

Visualize a typical day's fishing, and base
your assessment on realistic expectations
and needs when surveying a particular
boat for purchase.

construction, simplifying repairs.

The best builders not only configure a
wiring harness for each model they make,
but for each boat they build as well.

“Our boats are going to outlive the
pace of electronics improvement,” says
Regulator’s Clubbs. “A good design can
be maintained and upgraded later as
improvements come on the market.”

Alot of electrical rigging is hard to see,
but when visible, it offers insight to quality
work. All wires and connections should be
up out of the bulge and well-secured.

“Vibration creates wear when wires
aren’t well-anchored. Any movement is

likely to show up as exposed copper over

time,” Clubbs says.

With an eye to
retrofitting, 65 percent of
bay-boat shoppers in our
survey intend to install
a trolling motor, and
45 percent at least one
shallow-water anchor.

If that’s you, pre-wiring in
the appropriate location can
greatly ease installation of
these accessories.

Lastly, don’t forget to
check for adequate 12-volt
and USB charging outlets.

FUEL

Fuel systems go largely un-
noticed on a bay boat, aside

from the recognition that you put money
in one end, which generates nautical
miles and fishing time at the other end.
Aside from keeping the tank full and
periodically changing filters, inspect
connections frequently for leaks.
Fuel tanks are preferably of
coated aluminum, but increasingly

FUEL FILTERS DEMAND
REGULAR CHANGES,
SO LOOK FOR ACCESS
WITH PLENTY OF
SPACE TO WORK IN.

nonpermeable poly tanks are acceptable.
Either should be mounted on a false bot-
tom, with spacers to allow water to drain
past. Fuel lines of the appropriate size for
the engine should be anchored securely,
by themselves, and make as direct a line
from the tank to the engine as possible.
Deviations, sags or unnecessary bends
slow fuel flow and put additional burden
on the fuel pump, which might necessitate
replacement before its time.

Fuel filters demand regular changing, so
access should be easy, with plenty of space
to work in. Throughout the system, repu-
table builders recommend parts matched
to the engine.

“We use all Yamaha components
throughout the system,” says Charlie
Johnson of Maverick. “This makes for
maximum compatibility. It’s also impor-
tant for warranty considerations.”

Check for access, usually

WHAT READERS WANT | apie hatch, over the sending
"ACCESS THAT unit on the fuel tank. They are
ALLOWS ANY- notorious for failure. As well,
ONE TO WORK should the fuel tank itself need
ON PUMPS AND attention, there should be a
ACCESSORIES semipermanent access panel
WITHOUT over the fuel tank. This often
BEING A CON- looks like a big hatch in the
TORTIONIST" cockpit sole, sans hinges. It’s
usually sealed semipermanently
into the deck, and is designed to
be removed only when complete
bilge access is required.
Without that access panel,

partial deck removal might be
the only way to get to the tank
for repair or replacement.

EDITOR'’S TIP

No matter your level of experience, reviewing systems and features in a boat you're considering buying deserves

an organized checklist to help you stay focused on the task. Develop your own, based on what you know and what
you want. It'll help you do a thorough review job and provide a consistent way to compare different models.
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With Yamaha F200XB
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FLATS/SKIFFS

Skinny-
Dipping

By Alex Suescun

fthe allure of stalking gamefish in

skinny water beckons too strongly to
limit yourself to hiring a flats-fishing guide
now and then, it might be time to invest in
aflats boat or poling skiff that provides the
necessary access every time the itch arises.
Not only do they float and run shallower
than other boats, but they also excel at
navigating the narrow and often meander-
ing channels, tidal creeks, and bayous that
take you to the sweet spots of your favorite
flats, marshes, and backcountry bays. The
choices nowadays are many, so let’s discuss
some fundamental attributes to take into
account when looking for the right boat to
take home and call your own.

PERFORMANCE AND RANGE
Even for flats anglers, the waters you fish
and distances you normally cover should
play key roles in your boat selection.

If you fish mostly skinny water within
a couple of miles of the boat ramp, you'll
be happy with a hull designed primarily
to run and float shallow. But if you must
frequently cross expanses of open water
—deeper than 3 or 4 feet—to get to and
from the fishing, you'd be better off with
ahull that cuts through a moderate chop
and keeps you comfortable and dry dur-
ing the ride, even if it requires a bit more
water depth to float.

East Cape Boats, Orlando-based builder
of premium flats and bay boats, addressed
both situations by designing two versions
ofits popular EVO. “Both hulls feature a
high bow with oversize, integrated spray
rails, and the freeboard for safe rough-
water crossings,” explains company
co-owner Kevin Fenn, but the bow of the

WHAT READERS WANT

OF FLATS-BOAT OWNERS SURVEYED, 31 PERCENT FISH LIVE BAIT
OVER HALF THE TIME; 73 PERCENT CARRY ONLY A FEW DOZEN.

original EVO, touted by East Cape as the
choice for open water and oceanside flats,
has more of a “V” and 12 degrees of dead-
rise. The EVO X has 5 degrees of deadrise,
draws a couple of inches less, and requires
fewer horses in back than its sibling,.

Speaking of which, don’t overlook a
boat’s recommended horsepower and its
fuel capacity. A 150 hp motor may provide
the speed to cover distances in a hurry, but
it weighs nearly 500 pounds, and usually
requires a tank of about 30 gallons for
decent range. Each gallon of gas weighs 6.3
pounds, so the combined heft of the out-
board, fuel, two anglers and their gear isn’t
likely to let the boat float shallow enough
to stalk fish tailing in 8 inches of water.

ONBOARD STORAGE

A whopping 40 percent of flats-boat
owners surveyed claim to be dissatisfied
with their boat’s limited storage, espe-
cially for tackle. So take stock of the gear
and other essentials you wish to carry, and
focus your boat shopping on candidates
with room for all those must-have items.

Redesigned in 2020, the renowned Hewes
Redfisher 16 remains a top all-round
choice for the avid flats angler.

Baitwells are often touted as additional
storage on flats boats and poling skiffs.
But if your fishing includes live-baiting on
more than the rare occasion, it’s best to
leave them out when you tally the stowage
capacity in any boat you are considering.

SHALLOW-MINDED

A shallow draft is imperative for any boat
tasked with getting you within casting
range of redfish, bonefish, snook, per-

mit, seatrout or stripers in tidal flats

and marshes. To gauge the actual draft

of a flats boat or poling skiff, take to the
sea trial a wooden dowel with some 18
notches—1inch apart—at one end. With
permission or assistance from the builder
or dealer, idle or pole increasingly shallow
until the hull starts rubbing bottom. Then
stop, dip the notched end of the dowel into
the water to measure the distance from the
surface to the bottom, and add 1 inch.

EDITOR’S TIP

Test-run any flats boat or poling skiff to get a feel for its ride and handling in both shallow and deep water. Then

see how it performs propelled by a trolling motor, and how it tracks and turns with you on the push pole, simultane-
ously listening for hull slap—a pesky noise that afflicts certain hull designs and alerts gamefish of your presence.
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BENCHMARK

READER RESPONSE

“GET SKINNY"

early 60 years ago, says

the Maverick Boat Group,
Bob Hewes crafted the Hewes
Bonefisher, a shallow-draft
specialist for stalking spooky
gamefish in skinny waters, which
were until then visited by few
anglers or boats.

And Hewes’ flats skiff—a
category he virtually created—
became alegend, even more so
after, with input from a fishing
guide, when he invented the
poling tower.

Ever since, “more shallow-
water records have been caught
aboard a Hewes,” writes
Maverick, owner of the brand
since 1988. “And on any given day,
it’sa sure bet that more anglers
are poling the flats or castingto a
shoreline from a Hewes than any
otherboatever made.”

Hewesboats are athome in
flats, inlets, passes and bays;
of our survey respondents,

77 percent reported fishing
inshore species in the past year.

HEWES REDFISHER 21

Thereborn, legendary Hewes
Redfisher 21 “specializes in

Hewes

catchingbaitin one ZIP code,
fishingin another, and then
getting back to the dockin time
for atournament weigh-in.”

Biggest of three Redfisher
models, the 21is designed for up
to 350 hp, producing speedsinto
the 60s. Trim tabs and jack plate
standard, it draws just 14 inches
and has a self-draining cockpit.

Huge casting decks and wide,
walkaround gunwales make for a
stable, uncluttered platform for
multiple anglers. There’s plenty
oflockable dry storage, including
ahuge locker within the bow.
The new helm accommodates
al2-inch Garmin screen, and
then some.

Three-rod vertical racks flank
the console. Undergunwale
storage cradles rods up to 9 feet
long, including the fly rods
34 percent of flats-skiff anglers
say they carry; 25 percent say
they carry more than six rods of
all types.

Baitridesin a 44-gallon aft
center livewell, perfect for the
46 percent of anglers who use live
bait more than half of the time.
Seventy percent say one livewell

is enough.

Optionsinclude poling tower,
40-gallon aftrelease well, two
trolling-motor options including
one with wireless electrical
steering, windshield, single or
dual Power Poles in 8- or 10-foot
lengths, tilt steering, helm-seat
backrest, and bass seat plate.

You can make your Redfisher
further your own by selecting
from a six-color gelcoat palette
or custom colors for deck and
console; two-tone treatments are
also available.

MORE INFO
hewes.com
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Survey
Says:

ON TARGET
Clear, open
casting decks

Hassle-free rod and
gear storage

OBSERVATIONS

Modern building
techniques meet original
Hewes DNA

Inshore-ready for
serious anglers

BRAND SAYS
Solid, bulletproof
fishing machine

Excellent livewells

SPECS
LOA: 21'6"
Beam: 8'6"

Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

Dry Weight: 2,850 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 350
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

@ YAMAHA

Wide, flush-to-the-
gunwales casting deck
has pathway to the stern
for chasing trophies.



Natural Selection.

The process whereby organisms better adapted to

their environment tend to survive and produce evolved
offspring. Introducing the all-new Everglades 235cc.
More capable, better equipped, and more refined than
any offshore fishing vessel in its category.

Everglades
Built for Beyond.”

marine industry’

S

YAMAHA
evergladesboats.com
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“DOES EVERYTHING WELL"

Pathfinder Boats

he further acompany gets
away from understanding
what dedicated anglers want in
their boats,” Pathfinder Boats
proclaims, “the more under-
whelming their products will be.”
That’s why the company works
with its angler-driven design
team, pro guide staffand loyal
customers to launch models—
including three brand-new
modelsin 2021—aimed atreal-
world improvements that solve
problems and enhance fishability
oftheirboats.
Pathfinder, with Hewes, Cobia
and Maverick, is part of the
Maverick Boat Group.

PATHFINDER 2700
The new Pathfinder 2700 Open
—built to range from open
flats to inlets, from beaches to
offshore pursuits, all in asingle
day—combines the forward deck
space of abayboat with the open
cockpit of a center-console for
the best of bay and blue water
onadouble-stepped, VARIS
vacuum-infused hull.

Instead of the bay boat’s typical
rear casting deck, the 2700 has an

open cockpit that accommodates
arange of fishing styles. Optional
aft corner jump seats are avail-
able. The bow casting platform is
two easy steps up.

The 2700 has the two livewells
thatleave none of our survey
respondents unserved. Serious
center-console anglers get a
42-gallon double-pump wellin
theleaning post, and ahandy
22-gallon tank aft well, both with
aquariumlike clear side panels.

To the 2700 Open’s 95-gallon
standard fuel capacity you can
add arange-stretching optional
31-gallon auxiliary fuel cell.

Six gunwale-mounted rod/cup
holdersin the aft cockpit meet or
exceed the expectations of most
respondents. Undergunwale
storage accommodates up to six
9-foot rods, part of its overall
rod-rack capacity for 18 rods of
all kinds. Also fishing-friendly are
in-deck cast-netlockers.

Three insulated fish boxes
total 95 gallons, to which optional
pump-out macerators can be
added. Any can be used as dry
storage too.

Other standard equipment

includes a hydraulicjack plate,
36-volt trolling-motor system,
trim tabs, deluxe convertible
helm seating, and Optimus
electric steering.

Optionsinclude a fiberglass
hardtop or T-top second station,
choice of Yamaha 425 XTO or
F300, Garmin autopilot and
screens, undergunwale faux teak
SeaDek panels, Edson steering
wheel, console port-a-potty, and
JL Marine stereo package.

MORE INFO
pathfinderboats.com

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET
Storage for a variety of
tackle for flexibility

Spacious walkways
flanking consoles

OWNERS SAY

Quality construction;
I love a dependable,
well-made boat

Very stable and fishable

Versatile

BRAND SAYS
The 2700 Open does so
many things so well

Born to do one thing—
put dedicated anglers
on fish

SPECS
LOA: 27"
Beam: 9'4"
Fuel Capacity: 95 gal.

Dry Weight: 4,934 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 450
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

& YAMAHA

Pathfinder's livewells are
beyond reproach with
powerful pumps and
acrylic inspection portals.
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“SMOOTH RIDE, GREAT USABLE SPACE"

Skeeter Boats

ver since the first 13-foot

molded-plywood Skeeter
bass boat was builtin 1948, the
company has led the boating
industry in innovation. Now a
Yamahabrand, it continues to
build performance fishing boats.

Skeeter has received 19 con-
secutive awards for Excellence
in Customer Satisfaction for
Fiberglass Outboard Boats.

The Skeeter name? That’s from
the early days, when the original
Skeeter’s nose was long and
needle-shaped, like the snout of
amosquito.

SKEETER SX2550 FISH
The Skeeter SX2550, largest of
its bay-boat family, is an inshore/
offshore boat that carries to the
bluewater high-performance
features ofits smaller sibling. Its
wide flare and tall gunwales add
adistinctive look and create a
smooth, dryride.

The Skeeter SX2550 comes
in Family and Fishing versions.
Both versions are powered by
a'Yamaha F300 four-stroke
outboard engine. The console is
taller and larger than the other

SXboatsinits lineup,and aside
door opens to a first-for-Skeeter
space large enough to house a
portable toilet, serve as a chang-
ing room, or provide additional
storage options.

Inthe forward deckis
al45-quart fishbox with
macerator. In the bow, a
three-position table converts
from astep toa casting deck or
for entertaining, and the family
version uses pads to makeita
sun deck, to match the moment’s
need. Horizontal rod tubes and
in-gunwale storage hold more
than the sixrods that satisfy 53
percent of bay-boat anglers. The
midship washdown system is
handy to both ends of the boat.

Four gunwale-mounted rod/
cup holders meet or exceed
expectations, and there are
nine vertical rod holders. A
manual jack plate tunes the ride
based on owner’s use, and an
optional hydraulic plate makes
the SX2550 skinny-water-ready.
Aft jump seats flank a generous
43-gallon livewell. The rear-seat
backrests fold down to complete
therear casting deck.

The Fish model’s deluxe
leaning post has a fixed backrest
and bolster seating. Fishing-
oriented optionsinclude
trolling motor, shallow-water
anchors, navigation electronics
and pedestal fishing seats. The
Family package includes a stylish
hardtop, front-seat cushions
and stereo.

MORE INFO
skeeterboats.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET
Family/fish friendly and
tournament-fishable

Visit website for all
standard features

OWNERS SAY

Quality—very durable
and dependable

BRAND SAYS

Whether you're after
performance fishing or
a daily dayboat, this is

your boat

Built by saltwater
anglers, for saltwater
anglers

A Skeeter is designed to
be as durable in tough
conditions as you are

SPECS
LOA: 24'6"
Beam: 8'4"

Fuel Capacity: 76 gal.

Dry Weight: 3,360 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 300
Certifications: NMMA

EXCLUSIVELY POWERED

& YAMAHA

Forward casting deck has
removable cushions and
the step platform can be
easily moved to an enter-
tainment table or provide
a larger casting deck.




Solutions are in the Science

AVAILABLE BANDS: VHF, AlS, AM/FM

Built for maximum performance and durability, the flagship Phase I11®
antenna will stand strong against the most punishing conditions.
The commercial-grade construction utilizes an ethafoam spacer system,
extra thick fiberglass, silver plated internal element, and super-rugged
hardware that provides peace-of-mind when it matters most.

shakespeare-marine.com
PICTURED:
Sportsman - 302 Open Center Console
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“DESIGNED FOR BIG ADVENTURES"

Yamaha Boats

amaha’s jet-propelled boat

line—category pioneer since
1995—offers 14 new models,
including several on an all-new
25-foot platform.

Two 25-foot FSH center-
consoles—the deck plan that
makes up 37 percent of our
survey’s saltwater-fishing fleet—
join19- and 21-foot FSH models.
Yamahais also introducing new
wake boats, and more boats with
DRIVE Technology, a system of
control paddles on the wheel that
sets anew industry standard for
easy control when docking or
maneuvering in close quarters.

Yamaha jet boats, powered
by compact, lightweight, and
fuel-efficientjet drives and
four-stroke engines, reach plane
quickly with minimal bowrise.
Atslower speeds, Yamaha'’s
award-winning Articulating
Keel provides superb straight-
line tracking. With no exposed
drivetrain elements, they sneak
across shallowwater, and seta
clean stage for the line’s signature
aftlounge and swim platform.

Yamaha’s Connext 3.0
helm control system boasts

a7-inch systems control and
entertainment touchscreen with
navigation capabilities. It alsore-
sponds to joystick input. Rocker
switches activate Yamaha’s No
‘Wake Mode and Cruise Assist.

YAMAHA 255 FSH
SPORTE
The 255 FSH Sport E has the
classiclooks and fishability of
acenter-console atop anew
deep-V hull.

A111-gallon fuel tank puts
far-oft fish withinrange. In
the 255 FSH Sport E, a pair of
supercharged 1.8L. Yamaha
SVHO engines combine for 500
horsepower, driven by wire. (The
252 FSH Sport has normally aspi-
rated 1.8L High Output engines.)

Thebow and its seats—the
latter important to 40 percent of
CC owners surveyed—contain
storage compartments and an
insulated fish locker. At the helm,
in addition to the Connext 3.0
helm control system, a12-inch
Simrad screen displays naviga-
tion and fishing information. The
255 FSH Sport E has a finished,
outrigger-ready hardtop with

fiverocketlaunchers, and its 19
rod-holder total far exceeds the
12-rod standard that pleases

84 percent of CC respondents.

Two cockpitlivewells—one
transparent—exceed the thresh-
old of happiness for 96 percent of
center-console anglers.

Bench seating at the transom—
adeal-maker for 44 percent of
respondents—folds down to
become a casting platform, and
the walk-through transom makes
boatingbig fish abreeze.

MORE INFO
yamahaboats.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Fishing and pleasure
cruising features
meet all mainstream
owner’s needs

Multiple baitwells

Generous rod storage

OWNERS SAY

Internal jet drive relieves
concerns about striking
the running gear or
gouging reefs and flats

BRAND SAYS

Built to take you where
the big fish are

SPECS
LOA: 24'6"
Beam: 8'6"

Fuel Capacity: 111 gal.

Dry Weight: 4,835 Lb.
with power
Max HP: 500
Seating/Weight
Capacity: 12 people/
2,700 lb.
Certifications: NMMA

EXCLUSIVELY POWERED

@ YAMAHA

Dual leaning-post seats
with bolsters and full-
beam aft seats offer
comfortable cruising.
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Get a GEICO quote for your boat and, in just 15 minutes,
you'll know how much you could be saving. If you like
what you hear, you can buy your policy right on the spot.
Then let us do the rest while you enjoy your free time

FOR YOUR BOAT with peace of mind.

geico.com/boat | 1-800-865-4846

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. In the state of CA, program
provided through Boat Association Insurance Services, license #0H87086. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2020 GEICO




COURTESY YAMAHA

' OFFSHORE

hould you find yourself giddy with antici- memories that last for generations. For that dream to come true,
pation at the prospect of buying anew off- | however, you need to put in some due diligence in researching
shore center-console or other fishing boat, | the boat and marine accessories that meet your expectations,
join the club. For many saltwater anglers, style of offshore fishing, and budget. In these pages, we feature
purchasing an offshore-fishing machine awide range of bluewater-fishing boats. Use these profiles,
represents one of the biggest decisions images and video links as starting points. Narrow your wish list
of their lives. Once the deal is done and to those models that seem to best meet your angling and boating
outfitting complete, this boat will become needs and desires. The next steps should include field research.
your key to adventure, glory and creating Find out who carries the brands that interest you. Visit as many

74 Albemarle / 76 Barker Boatworks / 78 Boston Whaler / 80 Cape Horn / 82 Caymas / 84 Century / 86 Cobia / 88 Contender /
94 Invincible / 96 NorthCoast / 98 Pursuit / 100 Regulator Marine / 102 Robalo / 104 Scout / 106 Sea Born / 108 Sea Cat /
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GLORY BOUND

The first step to making your
offshore-fishing dreams come
true is finding a boat that fits
your style of angling, a process
that starts here with a review
of today's many bluewater boat

models in the pages that follow.

dealerships and factory-direct builders as possible within your
driving range to compare value and premium brands. This will
help narrow your list further. These next four pages are created
to help you choose the right power and equipment, and how
best to store or trailer your boat between trips. Sea trials are key
to pulling the trigger, and in these pages, we deliver our editors’
professional tips on making the most of sea trials to evaluate the
boat, power and accessories, and whether you should slip, hoist,
dry-stack or trailer your new offshore-fishing boat.

48% 37% 15%

HOW OFTEN
DO YOU FISH WITH
LIVE BAIT?

Less than 50% of the time
® More than 50% of the time
® Nearly 100% of the time

HOW MUCH ROD
STORAGE DO YOU
NEED ON YOUR
CURRENT PRIMARY
BOAT?

® Space for 1 to 3 rods (2%)
Space for 4 to 6 rods

® Space for 7 to 12 rods

@ Space for more than 12

rods—1I lose count of rods in

my boat

HOW MANY
GUNWALE ROD
HOLDERS DO YOU
NEED WHEN YOU
FISH OFFSHORE?

@4
6
8
@10
® More than 10

69% 27% 4%
HOW MANY
LIVEWELLS DO
YOU NEED?

One is enough
® Two, one forward and one aft
® Three, to keep different baits
separated

90 Eastern Boats / 91 Everglades / 92 Grady-White /
110 Sea Fox / 112 Yellowfin
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CENTER-

0\ 10

WHAT READERS WANT

THIRTY-SEVEN PERCENT OF PEOPLE WE SURVEYED STATED THAT
THEY OWNED AN OFFSHORE CENTER-CONSOLE AS THEIR PRIMARY
BOAT. THAT'S MORE THAN ANY BOAT TYPE IN OUR SURVEY.

Center
Stage

By Jim Hendricks

hen it comes to shopping for an off-

shore center-console boat, you can
look at brochures, watch videos and visit
dealerships. In the absence of winter and
spring boat shows, expect dealer work-
shops to pop up , hopefully with some on
the water so you can climb aboard one.
Until you get it out on the water, you don’t
know what you're getting. A sea trial lets
you gauge how well an offshore center-
console runs and handles big waters.
Most dealers or factory reps are happy to
host a sea trial for a serious buyer. A great
experience should be key to the sale.

VISIBILITY

Make sure you can see beyond the wheel.
Aboat that rides bow-high or has a dash
that obscures your vision creates a safety
issue. You should also feel comfortable at
the helm, whether standing or seated.

ACCELERATION

The boat should climb onto plane without
struggling, and without trim tabs, when
you punch the throttle. If not, it might be
asign of insufficient power or incorrect
props. Reschedule a new trial.

PLANING SPEED

The boat should plane at around 15 to
18 mph. An underpowered boat will not.
Low planing speeds are essential to
comfort and efficiency in rough water.

FUEL EFFICIENCY

Run the center-console at various rpm to
determine the best fuel efficiency, using
the digital guides to read mpg. This will
give you an idea of the most efficient
cruising speed, as well as fuel costs and
fishing range going forward.

=

IF THE ROLL FEELS
COMFORTABLE AND
NATURAL IN A BEAM
SEA, THE PLATFORM
IS STABLE.

SMOOTH RIDE

Aim for some rough water, and if the boat
pounds, adjust outboard trim and tabs. If
nothing improves, look at other boats.

STABILITY

Put the boat in a beam sea, and pull back
toidle speed. You'll experience some roll,
but it should not be excessive or violent. If
the roll feels comfortable and natural in a
beam sea, the platform is stable.

HANDLING

Execute some hard turns. Bad signs
include excessive sliding or tripping
(catching the edge of chine). As you push
through rollers, make sure the bow does
not stuff into the waves. Check low-speed

EDITOR’S TIP

When conducting a sea trial with a boat dealer or factory representative; ask politely if you can take the wheel from time

to time; particularly when testing the handling and rough-water capabilities of the hull. This will-give you a better feel for
the seakindliness of the boat, as well as visibility and how comfortable and at ease you feel at the helm. At the same time,
exercise prudent seasmanship; be aware of your surroundings and cognizant of the safety of others on board.
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handing to ensure the boat docks with
ease and offers strong response in reverse.

STAYING DRY

Most boats will take spray on the wind-
ward beam in gusty conditions, but if it
takes alot of spray while running with or
against the wind, that might be an issue;
you might want to continue your search.

SPEED

Few boaters consistently run at wide-open
throttle while offshore, yet knowing the
top speed is helpful in case, for example,
you need to outrun an approaching squall.
Also check rpm at WOT, and compare that
to the engine-maker’s max rpm rating.
This will tell you if the propeller selec-
tion is correct. Underrevving indicates

the need for less prop pitch; overrevving
means it needs more pitch.

POWER PROGNOSIS
Today, center-console boats dominate
the offshore-fishing scene, and 99 percent
of these boats are powered by outboard
engines, according to our survey. Ever-
more-powerful motors from brands
such as Mercury, Suzuki and Yamaha
have spurred the growing size of center-
console boats, which now extend to 65 feet
in length and sport as many as five big
outboards. The motors themselves range
upwards of 450 hp.

So how do you decide on the outboard-
power configuration for your new boat?
It is best to spec out the boat with the
maximum-rated horsepower, says Ry
Laundry, product manager for Yamaha
Outboards, which offers outboards up to
425 hp. “You might not always use all of

During a sea trial, gauge how comfortable
it is to fish from the aft cockpit, as well as
the bow area. Also, make sure you feel at
ease at the helm and have good visibility.

that power,” Landry explains, “but it is
good to have that extra power available
when you need it.”

In addition, fuel efficiency is often
better when running a more powerful
motor at a midrange throttle setting than
running a smaller motor at higher rpm.
This also helps ensure that you have re-
serve power available to accelerate out of
danger. This can be critical, for example,
if alarge, menacing wave threatens from
astern. With extra power, you can escape
trouble quickly.

Forty-five percent of today’s offshore
center-console fishing boats feature
multiple outboards; our survey indi-
cates twin and triples are most common,
providing assurance of having power to
return to port from far offshore should
one of the engines experience a failure.
Multiple outboards also enable greater
maneuverability when docking in tight
quarters.

NASCALEFROM1TO 5, WITH1
EING “LOW IMPORTANCE” AND
BEING “HIGH IMPORTANCE,”
HOW IMPORTANT IS FORWARD
SEATING?

Low

THINKING ABOUT YOUR ONBOARD
ELECTRONICS ON YOUR CURRENT
PRIMARY BOAT, WHAT PERCENTAGE
OF THEIR CAPABILITY DO YOU USE?

® Less than 10% 10-30%
(2%) ® 31-50%

®51-75%
® More than 75%

APPROXIMATELY HOW MANY
BUILT-IN UTILITY TACKLE
BOXES DO YOU NEED IN HANDY
STORAGE FOR WHEN YOU FISH
OFFSHORE ON YOUR CURRENT

PRIMARY BOAT?
® Upto4 ®Upto8 ® More than 10
Upto 6 ®Uptol0 (2%)
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CENTER-CONSOLES

OUTFITTING

Once you have decided on the boat model
and propulsion configuration you want,
it’s time to place your order. In today’s
offshore-boat market, there are few boats
standing by in inventory at manufactur-
ers or dealerships. Most offshore-fishing
boats are built only after the customer
places an order. While this takes longer

to deliver your boat than buying it offa
showroom floor or dealer lot, it gives you
the opportunity to order the boat with the
accessories that match your wishes and
style of fishing. You get it custom-built the
way you want it.

OPTIONAL CHOICES

upgrades such as a larger fuel tank that
replaces the standard tank, or a deluxe
seating package that replaces the standard
seating arrangement and upholstery on
your boat model.

PRODUCTION BOATS

Your new boat’s equipment will vary
greatly from a model sold through a dealer
or one that is sold factory-direct.

Boats sold through dealers such as
Boston Whaler, Crevalle, EdgeWater,
Grady-White and Pursuit are often called
“production” boats, even though many are
custom-ordered for each customer. With
such brands, some of the accessories that

you desire might be standard

Itis important to care- WHAT READERS WANT | or available as optional factory
fully consider how you want THIRTY-ONE equipment. The dealer can
your offshore-fishing boat PERCENT OF outline and explain what items
equipped. Don’t rush your OFFSHORE CEN- are standard, and work with
decision on these items. There | TER-CONSOLES you to ensure that the options
is a wide range of accessories HAVE TWO OR you want are included when
that can make your offshore MORE ONBOARD the boat is ordered and under
boat a more comfortable and LIVEWELLS, construction. If one or more
effective fishing machine. The | ACCORDING TO of the items that you want are
vast array of items you might OUR SURVEY. not available as standard or
consider: marine electronics, optional equipment from the
transducers, hull and interior manufacturer, you can ask
colors, additional livewells, a the dealer to work with you in
permanent marine head, an- adding these to the boat once

chor windlass, outriggers, trim
tabs or interceptors, battery
charger, shorepower system,
air-conditioning systems,
enclosures, canvas work, a marine genera-
tor, a gyrostabilizer, additional rod holders
and more.

In addition, there might be optional

it arrives at the store.

FACTORY-DIRECT
Offshore-fishing boats sold
directly and exclusively from the boat-
builder (versus through a dealer) are
almost entirely custom-built to your
wishes. Customized elements of these

When ordering and outfitting your new
center-console boat, think about items
such additional livewells, marine elec-
tronics and comfortable helm seating.

factory-direct boats can include a choice
of deck plans, specially built helms,
expanded fuel capacity, custom helm
seating, upholstery upgrades and special
paint jobs. Almost all builders com-
monly offer options such as rod holders
and outriggers.

With some factory-direct boatbuilders
such as Freeman, HCB, Invincible, SeaVee
and Yellowfin, there is a wider choice of
outboard brands. Many production fishing
boats are packaged with just one brand of
outboard power.

MANY PRODUCTION
FISHING BOATS ARE
PACKAGED WITH
JUST ONE BRAND OF
OUTBOARD POWER.

Boats that are ordered and sold directly
through the manufacturer also offer more
latitude when it comes to the number
of outboards versus power options for
production boats. For example, with
the 44ST from Contender, which sells
factory-direct, you can order either triple
or quadruple 425 XTO outboards.

Whether you decide on a production
boat or a factory-direct model, spend the
time necessary to make sure your new
boat is outfitted exactly as you want it.

EDITOR’S TIP

When designing your new offshore-fishing boat; find out how similar models are equippedin your area. Ask the dealer or

factory representative what other customers have ordered in terms of additional equipment and upgrades for the same
model you're buying. It is always easier to include your wish list of options in the construction of the boat and wrap it into the
financing, rather than adding equipment afterward. And factory-installed equipment might have a better, longer warranty.
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CENTER-CONSOLES

STORING YOUR NEW BOAT

The manner in which your new boat will
be stored between trips is an important
decision, one that you should reach and
arrange for well ahead of your boat’s ar-
rival. There are five basic kinds of storage
for offshore center-console fishing boats.
These include in-water docking, a boat
lift, a dry-storage facility, a mooring or a
trailer. Your choice will hinge partially on
the size of the boat, as well as where you
reside and your personal preferences.
Let’s look at each.

DOCKING

Docking (aka wet-slipping) your boat in
the water at a marina, waterfront resi-
dence or elsewhere offers the convenience
of having the boat afloat and ready to

go fishing. It is one of the most popular
methods for boats in excess of 35 to 40
feet in length. To control the growth of
algae, slime, barnacles and worms below
the waterline, the hull requires antifouling
bottom paint (often applied annually) and
periodic underwater scrubbings. Fortu-
nately, the lower units of many outboards
tilt clear of the water to prevent fouling of
the drives and propellers. Marina dock fees
vary with the size of the boat and regions.
In waters prone to freezing, it’s often
necessary to haul the boat and winterize it
during the colder months of the year.

BOAT LIFTS

Boating anglers fortunate enough to
have access to property on a navigable
waterway can install a lift to hoist the
boat clear of the water between trips
using electrical and/or hydraulic power.
This eliminates the potential for hull
fouling and the need for bottom paint.

COVERITUP

When you order your new boat, also order a
boat cover crafted from high-quality UV- and
rot-resistant marine canvas and thread, as
well as marine-grade snaps, zippers and other
hardware. Your boat dealer or factory rep can
help you with this. The cover might need to

be custom-made to accommodate special
equipment such as towers, hardtops, antennas,
outriggers, rod holders and other items you
have ordered for the boat. The investment in

a boat cover pays off by protecting the interior
finish, upholstery and other items from long-
term exposure to sunlight, salt air, dust and
bird droppings—all of which can degrade the
appearance and reduce the value of your pride
and joy. A tight-fitting cover can also help deter
would-be thieves and send them looking for
easier, more accessible targets.

There is a wide range of hoists available
from brands such as Golden, HydroHoist,
IMM, Shoremaster, Sunstream, Titan.
The purchase price and installation costs
can be substantial and vary with brand
and weight requirements. There are usu-
ally local permits required,
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all storage choices. Mooring requires a
second boat such as an inflatable dinghy to
access your boat for any reason, necessi-
tates antifouling paint on the hull, exposes
the boat to weather extremes, and leaves it
more vulnerable to pilferage and outright
theft than any other storage

particularly if driving pilingsis | WHAT READERS WANT | choice. Consequently, moor-
part of the installation. IN OUR SURVEY, ings have fallen from favor for
A FIBERGLASS today’s offshore-fishing boats.
DRY STORAGE HARDTOP
Many marinas offer dry stor- RANKED AS TRAILERS
age for boats, some taking the THE MOST Trailers represent one of the
form of dry-stack facilities, IMPORTANT most popular ways of stor-
with boats stored three or CONVENIENCE ing offshore center-console
four high, often in covered FEATURE ON AN fishing boats under 30 feet
buildings. Large forklifts and OFFSHORE CEN- inlength. Trailer storage
skilled operators launch and TER-CONSOLE. eliminates hull fouling, pro-
retrieve boats upon request. tects your boat from weather
Facilities can handle boats up extremes, and also enables
to 35 or 40 feet in length, with greater mobility, allowing you

some newer operators able

to accommodate even larger
boats. Most will launch your
boat the day prior so it’s ready
to go fishing the next morning. While

dry storage eliminates fouling, some dry
stacks cannot accommodate fishing boats
with towers. Dry-storage fees vary with
the size of the boat and coastal regions.

MOORINGS

Keeping your boat on a mooring buoy is
the least-convenient and -desirable of

to pick virtually any port of
departure. Your boat dealer
or factory rep can help you
select the proper trailer for
your new boat. In addition, make sure you
have a vehicle with sufficient tow rating,
power, and stability to pull, launch, and
retrieve your new boat and trailer. Towing
large boats might require special overwide
permits. Trailering can also allow you to
store your boat at your residence, so you
can perform maintenance and other boat
chores without leaving home.
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the Redfisher 21 is back and bigger and better than ever.

It joins the new Redfisher 16 and Redfisher 18 to bring the most iconic brand in
backcountry fishing to a new standard yet again. Vacuum infused, better built,

faster, shallower, lighter and with the Hewes famous ride, these boats combine
an unmatched heritage with the latest in build technology.

We have reinvented the boats that invented the sport.

WE WES.

REDFISHER

www.hewes.com



QUALITY

Targeted
Quality

By Randy Vance

Qualityis a function of design,
construction and pinpoint targeting of
features to the boat’s given application.

DESIGN

Design brings features to the boat
essential for comfort, fishability and
performance. A center-console optimiz-
es deck space for fishability and is most
often selected by the most serious an-
glers. An express or walkaround design
includes cabin features for overnighting
but can impact fishability by reducing
overall deck space. Those are the big
strokes, but the small strokes in design

are usually what make a good boat great.

WHAT READERS WANT

THERE IS A BOAT FOR EVERYBODY, BUT THERE ARE ESSENTIALS

ALL BOATS SHOULD HAVE. HERE ARE THE TOP 12.

TOP 12
FEATURES YOUR 7

OFFSHORE BOAT
v = .

Step hulls represent another design
element, one that can add performance,
fuel economy and speed. One of the most
popular step designs is the SVVT hull
designed by Michael Peters. It offers
speed, efficiency and lift, and includes

An anchor windlass
should have controls
at helm and locker.

Transom doors
aren't essential with
side doors.

special steps in the stern to eliminate
the bad behavior of old step hulls that
had a tendency to spin outin turns.

Design also speaks to how the
fishability and comfort features are
built into the boat.

EDITOR’S TIP

When considering a boat, sight. down the sides and along the bottom: Freeboard should be glossy, with no ripples or signs of

fiberglass pattern “printing through” the gelcoat. Also look for perpendicular ripples in hull surfaces. These are indications
that the lay-up was hasty or steps were omitted to protect the gelcoated surface from the printing through of the structural
grid. Such marks are cosmetically undesirable but don't normally indicate structural troubles beneath.
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CHCECONONONS
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pumps won't jam
due to hooks.

steady livewell flow
in step-bottom hulls.

seating adds com-
fort and fishability.

allow easy monitor-
ing of baitwell.

v— @
2 3 4 5 6
Fish-box diaphragm Sea chests ensure Stowable cockpit Acrylic livewell lids Side boarding doors

with removable lad-
der yield easy entry.

8
Mezzanine seats
should also offer

tackle-rigging area.

9
Six gunwale, four
shotgun and two bow
rod holders are ideal.

10
Extra rod stowage in
gunwale, and along
and inside console.

11
Forward seating is
essential in larger

offshore boats.

12
Bow seating with
cooler beneath
keeps deck clear.

QUALITYIS A
FUNCTION OF DESIGN,
CONSTRUCTION AND
PINPOINT TARGETING
OF FEATURES.

Tournament anglers want a maximum
number of rods rigged and ready so if one
rig is damaged in the fight, another can be
brought to bear in seconds. A weekend war-
rior might not have that many sticks, might
not want that many hull penetrations for

aesthetics, and doesn’t want to pay $500 or
more per optional rod holder. The design
features should incorporate ample seating
for crew with enough firmness to support
an adult in rough waters.

Dry storage should be dry. Too many
manufacturers fall down here. Look for
gutter rims tall enough to divert water,
hatch gaskets to seal out water, and latches
to batten the hatches.

CONSTRUCTION

Construction encompasses lamination
schedule (the way the fiberglass and

structures are laid in), materials used and
quality of hardware, and the convenient
access for servicing all components.

A well-built boat will have no
print-through of fiberglass matting in the
gelcoat and no ripples in the hull from
bulkheads bonded to it. Eliminating those
requires careful construction and durable,
high-quality resins.

Good construction also means optimal
access to pumps in the bilge and wiring
in the console. Some manufacturers fail
to label wiring, making finding the right
circuit a process of trial and painful error.
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QUALITY

Good construction also means use of
high-quality components. Hatches have
to be supported either by friction hinges,
which work well for smaller hatches and
livewell lids, or by stainless-steel gas
struts. Hinges must be through-bolted
or special materials must be molded into
the underside of the deck to firmly and
permanently seat screws from the top.

Rod holders are best through-bolted
with backing plates, and the hole angle
should match the rod-holder angle. That
takes a special jig to cut, and this provides
support of the thick, sturdy material of the
gunwale covering board.

FISHABILITY

Fishability means different things to
different anglers, simply because most
anglers have their own unique style of
pursuing their offshore gamefish.

Ny

- TERE F P

When construction quality, design and
ideal features come together, the crew is
kept safe and the adventure complete.

Bottomfishermen need plenty of
room for hooks, leaders and terminal
tackle. Trolling for big game with ballyhoo
requires convenient storage of frozen
ballyhoo.

Arigging station with fresh water keeps
your hands and the deck clean after rig-
ging, and that makes everyone safer and
more efficient.

A thorough self-awareness of your
fishing tactics and social and entertain-
ment needs will make your search for the
ideal boat a successful quest.

EDITOR’S TIP

1
Better center-con-
soles now integrate
T-top structure into
consoles sides.

2
Helm seating should
allow comfortable
driving, whether
standing or seated.

3
For shorter skippers,
footrests can fold to
the deck for added
elevation.

4
Consoles should be
capable of holding
instruments and
dual nav displays.

5
Behind the helm
seating is an ideal
place for tackle and
tool storage.

6
An optional darker
color in the under-
side of the hardtop
reduces glare.

ET THE HELM RIGHT,
ND THE REST OF

The larger the vessel; the more important are digital controls: A 50-foot center-console with four outboards will drive-as

easily as a 23-footer with a single outboard provided:it is equipped with power steering and electronic throttle and shift.
Yamaha's new Helm Master EX system offers digital electronic steering, which eliminates hundreds of pounds of hydraulics
and simplifies rigging. Regardless of brand, ask about electronic controls when ordering your new boat.
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BUILT TO PERFORM THE BESL
IN THE ABSOLUTE WORST—= =

When you insist on the best
and won’t accept anything less,
insist on an Invincible.

INVI.}'C\IBLE Learn more at invincibleboats.com

WHEN YOU'RE SERIOUS.




MULTIHULLS

WHAT READERS WANT

WHEN ASKED WHAT TYPE OF BOAT THEY MIGHT BUY IN THE FUT-
URE, 22 OF 113 RESPONDENTS SAID THEY'D LIKE A CATAMARAN.

Multihull
Mania

NEW CATAMARAN DESIGNS
CAPTURE THE INTEREST OF
OFFSHORE ANGLERS

By Chris Woodward

ay the word “catamaran” in the

United States, and many offshore
anglers cannot contain their eye roll.
“Catamaran” and “multihull” historically
described sailboats, offshore racers and
ferries. Not fishing boats.

But in the past decade, new multihull
designs have changed the minds of many
early naysayers in this country.

“Certain parts of the world embraced
cats along time ago—places like South
Africa, Australia and New Zealand, where
the distances are great and the seas can
be pretty rough,” says yacht designer
Michael Peters, well-known in the fishing
world for creating everything from large
inboard sport-fishing vessels to stepped-
hull center-consoles. “Yet, the American
market never did [embrace cats]. It seems
that nobody really got the attention until
Freeman [Boatworks]. Why that was, T
couldn’t completely explain, but suddenly
there was a boat that seemed to get good
balance and aesthetics, and the fishing
world took notice.”

Boating anglers who already own
deep-V hulls generally stay with V’s, says
Bill Cordes, director of sales for Invincible
Boats in South Florida. “But we’re getting
new looks from guys who are cat guys, who
are looking for a bigger alternative.”

Invincible introduced 40-, 37-, 35- and
33-foot catamaran offshore-fishing boats
over the past three years, and yet remains
successful with its popular stepped-V-hull
vessels.

Invincible and companies like Freeman,
World Cat, SeaHunter, Sea Cat, Insetta

and Calcutta are driving a resurgence

in multihull-boat building, particularly

in the offshore-fishing world. Calcutta
splashed its new 480 this summer; TAG
Boats, anew South Carolina company,
introduced a 36-footer, with plans for

30- and 43-footers; Barker Boatworks will
soon debut a 40-foot cat, and HHH Boat-
Works has released a custom 35-footer.

CAT PROS/CAT CONS
Depending on how they’re built, cats
can offer some general advantages over

-

V-hulls, including a smoother ride in
rough head seas, abroader and more
stable platform with little roll while
drifting, shallower draft, better fuel
efficiency and greater deck space.

But old designs featured fatal flaws,
including bow steering and pulling or
jerking in certain sea conditions. In a
following sea, “they could be a complete
handful,” says Peters, who spent 25 years
building offshore racing catamarans. “In
high-speed turns, they do what we call a
‘destroyer turn,’ as in a Navy vessel. They

EDITOR'S TIP

Out of necessity, catamarans exhibit certain traits that most anglers would not expect: For instance, the wake behind a cat

is generally smaller than that created by a deep-V, due to the weight of the boat spread over the two hulls. Those narrower
hulls push less water out of the way. Trim tabs can also create problems on cats, competing with space on the aft edges of
the slender sponsons. However, interceptors—blades that drop vertically—prove less problematic.
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COURTESY CAPT. JOHN COLE (LEFT); COURTESY WORLD CAT (RIGHT)



Left: Capt. John Cole in Venice, Louisiana,
runs Invincible's 40 Cat. He likes the
boat’s interior layout and space. Right:
Multihulls shine in rough seas.

bank outboard.”

The cats of the 1980s fell short for a
variety of reasons. “Early designs were
flawed. They were somebody’s backyard
dream,” says Steve Ellis, who founded
Florida-based Calcutta Boats in 1996.
“They didn’t have enough reserve
buoyancy, and they all bow-steered really
badly and sneezed really badly.” (Sneezing
occurs when spray shoots out the front
of the tunnel and blows back toward
the helm.)

Their knife-edge entry angles could
easily bury the bow into oncoming waves.
Few cats were really designed by naval
architects, according to Ellis. Calcuttas

and many of today’s modern cat builds
come from the desks of designers such as
Jim Ryan, of Locus International, who
drew up the Calcutta 480.

Peters says the resurgence of the plan-
ing catamaran (those that rise up on top
of the water rather than plow through it),
and its subsequent redesign, has resulted
from a perfect merger of hull technology
and more-powerful outboards, which put
these boats in the 60-plus mph range.

THE LATEST EVOLUTION

Today’s more-popular catamaran designs
really started with Billy Freeman, who
founded Freeman Boatworks in South
Carolina in 2006, after years of working in
boatyards and welding shops, and cutting
up old hulls to rebuild them in his off time.
“I bought an old cat and wanted some-
thing bigger and better,” Freeman says.

“I called up [naval design engineer] Jesse
Rhodes, who was an unknown back then,
and I said I wanted to design a cat. I said,
‘If it doesn’t work, it’s on me.”

It worked.

CATS CAN OFFER
ADVANTAGES OVER
V-HULLS, INCLUDING
A SMOOTHER RIDE IN
ROUGH HEAD SEAS.

Freeman started calling fishing
guides in Venice, Louisiana, who make
their living running well offshore into
sometimes-gnarly seas. “I didn’t have to
talk them into a cat,” he says.

Freeman’s boats also looked better than
traditional boxy cat boats, which feature
near-vertical sides. That inspired longtime
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MULTIHULLS

Above: Big-game fish are plentiful from a
cat. Right: Calcutta Boats recently intro-
duced its 480, designed by Jim Ryan of
Locus International.

multihull specialist World Cat to create
its X series, beginning with the 280CC-X
in 2017.

Invincible’s Cordes says that the
evolving industry piqued his company’s
interest. “I think the overall versatility
of the boat has got the attention of a lot of
folks,” he says. “The sheer volume of stor-
age, and then you get into the fishing
platform that it is. It really is something
new and exciting.”

DESIGN SOLUTIONS

Multihulls can sport asymmetrical or
symmetrical sponsons. From the bow,
asymmetrical sponsons look like a V-hull
split down the middle: The inside sponson
edges line up straight from hull bottom
to the water, and the outside edges angle.
The symmetrical hull looks like two small
V-hulls side by side.

Asymmetrical sponsons force more
air down through the tunnel to create
lift, says Rob Coffey, director of sales and
marketing for southeast Georgia-based
Insetta Boatworks, which builds a 45-foot
semicustom asymmetrical cat.

Coffey says that the asymmetrical
sponsons float higher and help the boat
turn with less outboard force.

Insettas, Invincibles and several other
brands also design steps into their spon-
sons. Steps do for cats what they do for
V’s: They break the surface tension, and

create greater lift, speed and

opted for a boat that we feel

efficiency. WHAT READERS WANT | will bank more appropriately
With asymmetrical WHEN ASKED inaturn.”
sponsons, “you’ve helped WHICH BRANDS The new designs address
correct the turning, but you've THEY WOULD the old and uncomfortable
not made the head-searide SERIOUSLY nature of cats in turns, and de-
quite as good,” says yacht CONSIDER sign features also tackled the
designer Michael Peters, who PURCHASING, 81 | sneezing that showers boats
recently created the new 40 RESPONDENTS with seawater. For instance,
HPC cat for Barker Boatworks | SELECTED A World Cat’s Vector Pod in the
in Sarasota, Florida. “We’re CAT BRAND. tunnel near the bow helps
really at the beginning of the break up and aerate incoming
curve in perfecting the designs.” water, reducing friction. As
To help the new Barker air and water pass through
perform better in a head sea, the narrowing tunnel aft, the

Peters says he made the bow

fuller, not as sharp and pointed.
A too-sharp angle of entry

means the bow can act like a

rudder. “What we opted for was saying, ‘If
you put this much horsepower in the boat
to go 60-plus mph, we want a boat that
can absorb all that horsepower and not
become difficult to drive,” he says. “We

mixture increases in velocity
with a subsequent decrease in
forward pressure.

Designs will continue to
evolve, Peters says. “We’ve got a perfect
confluence of things happening. Develop-
ment happens when things overlap at the
same time.”

EDITOR’S TIP

The latest development in cat builds involves the use of hydrofoils. Insetta Boatworks debuted its 35 IFC in 2020; the “inter-

nal foil catamaran” features a stainless-steel winglike structure with a center strut that attaches beneath the hull between
the sponsons. The foil helps lift the hull higher in the water underway. Hydrofoils can improve fuel economy 30 to 40 percent.
Insetta designed the 35 to deliver optimal cruise speed and range, resulting in less engine wear and less fuel burned.
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The new vacuum infused
350 Center Console

Fish Hard and Play Easy.

There’s a reason you see more and more Cobias every time you go out on the water.
And it’s just not because of their head-turning good looks.
No boats better blend quality, comfort, fishing smarts, and high performance.

Your time is valuable. Choose a boat that will make it the best it can be.

-
CCOEE=.AN
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@ www.cobiaboats.com



Walk
the Walk

By Sam White

W alkaround boats combine the best
of both worlds: hardcore fishability
with family cruising and even overnight
accommodations. On most designs, deep,
wide alleys lead to the bow from the cock-
pit, with secure handrails along the way.
This allows an agile angler to fight a mon-
ster gamefish all the way around the boat
if needed, while also making anchoring
and docking much easier on the crew.

READY TO FISH

The majority of respondents in our
survey indicated that they spent between
20 and 60 days each year in piscatorial
pursuits, so having a boat that meets
those expectations is key. According to
the survey, walkaround owners are mostly
trollers, pursuing offshore species, fol-
lowed by bottomfishing with live or dead

WALKAROUNDS ‘

WHAT READERS WANT

IN OUR SURVEY, THE MAJORITY OF WALKAROUND OWNERS FISHED
MOST OFTEN WITH THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS.

Top walkaround designs feature wide al-
leys plus sturdy bow rails and handholds
to make access to the bow easy and safe.

bait. Inshore fishing, isn’t off the table
either. So it’s no surprise that the number
and placement of rod holders is an
important consideration for walkaround
boats. An overwhelming number of
respondents—86 percent—also said

that cockpit space was foremost in their
consideration. Among the other notable
features in our survey were built-in tackle
storage and livewell capacity.

SAFE AND SOUND

With their high gunwales and forward
windshield, walkaround boats are an
excellent choice for families with small
children, keeping them secure in their

KEY ELECTRONICS
Having a good electronics package is vital
to not only fishing success, but also for the
overall safety of the vessel and its passengers,
especially if you spend any time offshore. First
among these should be a quality fixed-mount
VHF radio. With 25 watts of power, combined
with Digital Selective Calling, it's a powerful
tool in case of emergencies.

For fishing, a sounder with chirp and
side-scan capability allows you to locate
bait and fish while trolling, or structure for
bottomfishing. Radar is another useful tool—
use it to spot birds over bait and fish, and for
collision avoidance in low-visibility conditions.

deeper cockpits. The majority of our
respondents indicated that safety was

at the top of their list for performance
attributes. Add optional spray curtains,
and the windshield setup offers excel-
lent protection from wind and spray as
well. Brand reputation was also a key
factor in purchases, with brands such as
Boston Whaler, Grady-White, Parker and
Pro-Line among the favorites. Each has a
strong fishing pedigree.

OVERNIGHTS ON THE WATER

Where walkaround boats really shine is
on overnight or multiday trips, inshore or
offshore. These boats have some seri-

ous creature comforts compared with a
comparably sized center-console, with
many walkarounds boasting a full head
with shower, a galley and sleeping accom-
modations. Suddenly, the need to head
back to port at the end of the day becomes
less important: Fish at night for tuna or
swordfish, explore distant waters without
the need to dock and find a hotel, and
generally expand your horizons.

SPORT-UTILITY BOATING

A walkaround design is also by nature a
versatile boat for family outings as well as
hardcore offshore fishing. Head out with
the guys in the morning, then pack up the
wife and kids for a relaxing afternoon of
cruising and sandbar hopping, all while
enjoying those onboard amenities such
as berths (a hot lunch from the galley,
anyone?). Walkaround boats let you do it
all comfortably and in grand style.

IF YOU WERE TO
PURCHASE A NEW
BOAT, WOULD YOU No
CONSIDER A
GYROSTABILIZER?

® Yes
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® Undecided

24% 39% 37%
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Hit the high seas with =
a low-rate boat loan

Recreational Use Fixed APRs as low as

3.99*  4.99*

$50,000+ $25,000-$49,999

Rates accurate as of 12/4/2020. See website for current rates
and terms, as well as financing for Live-Aboards and loan
amounts below $25,000.

New - Used - Refinance

When the sea beckons, answer the call with an affordable marine loan from Essex Credit. Whether refinancing
an existing loan or financing a new or used boat for live-aboard, full- or part-time charter, or pleasure use, our
dedicated and experienced consultants can help you with your dream vessel. With our simple online application,
applying for a loan couldn’t be easier. So visit our website or call 866-377-3948 (TTY: 800-659-5495) today to
take advantage of the open water, and our low, fixed APR*,

ESSEX CREDIT Apply online at EssexCredit.com/boating
BANKA:=WEST

BNP PARIBAS

*Estimated APR (Annual Percentage Rate) based on 5 year loan term; individual rate may vary based on loan amount, loan term, vehicle use, model year and type of boat. Subject
to consumer loan program requirements and credit approval. Rates and terms may vary with market conditions and are subject to change without notice. Certain fees, closing
costs, and restrictions may apply. APR applied to the loan is the APR in effect on the date the application is received and is valid for 60 days. Boat must be 2001 model year
or newer; for boat model year 2001 to 2010, add .25% to above rate. Maximum loan term based on loan amount. Maximum loan amount is calculated using an advance
percentage determined by FICO score and multiplied by NADA guide base wholesale value with add-ons; if not listed in NADA guide, then multiplied by 80% of BUC low retail
value. Other rates with different loan terms are available. Example of a refinance recreational use boat loan: A $65,399 loan (includes a $399 processing fee) for 5 years with
a fixed interest rate of 3.747% would have an APR of 3.99% and 60 monthly payments of $1,196.97. This is only an example and the APR and processing fee may differ for
your specific transaction. Loans with longer terms may have higher rates.

Essex Credit is a division of Bank of the West.

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. 2 © 2021 Bank of the West, Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California. NMLS ID 19116




DUAL-CONSOLES

Double
the Fun

By Sam White

hanks to their unique layout,

dual-console boats are considered the
most versatile fishing-boat design on the
water today. They can effortlessly switch
gears from hardcore fishing to family-
friendly cruising and sandbar lounging—
throw in a wakeboard, skis or towables,
and it’s a party on the water.

VERSATILITY ABOUNDS

Since the helm station is set forward,
there is no console to take up room in the
center of the boat. This means plenty of
cockpit space, which is especially inviting
for those who troll or bottomfish with
regularity. The captain drives from a
comfortable seated position, protected by
abeefy windshield with a hinged open-
ing for access to the open bow seating.
Nearly all dual-consoles have some kind
of forward seating in this area, many with
folding or removable cocktail tables for

an inviting lounge area. Aft is additional
seating across from the captain and often
along the transom, many of which fold
away for storage. Most dual-consoles also
have a hardtop or certainly a Bimini top
for sun protection. Hardtops add space for
rocket launcher rod holders and platforms
for outriggers for offshore trolling.

PERFORMANCE PEDIGREE

Since the majority of dual-console owners
in our survey said they fished primarily
with their families and friends, it makes
sense for this style of boat to offer good
performance in a variety of sea condi-
tions. Among those we surveyed, most
also indicated that a soft ride in rough
weather was important to them, as was a
dry ride overall. The windscreen protects
occupants from wind and spray. Some of
the most popular, like the Freedom line
of dual-consoles from Grady-White, offer
up a superb ride in most sea conditions,
thanks to their SeaV variable deadrise
hull. The larger models are powered by
twin or triple outboard engines, although
a single outboard is plenty for most ap-
plications up to about 24 feet or so. And
because the occupants generally remain
seated while underway, dual-consoles are
also among the safest designs on the water
for families with smaller children.

WHAT READERS WANT

FOR PERFORMANCE, OUR READERS INDICATED A SOFT RIDE IN
ROUGH WATER AND A DRY RIDE OVERALL WERE IMPORTANT.

A key feature of dual console boats is a
large, unobstructed cockpit that's perfect
for a variety of activities on the water.

FISH ON THE MIND

Our survey respondents said they spent
the majority of their time live-baiting for
both inshore and offshore species, includ-
ing bottomfishing, so it makes sense that

A LARGE ROUND OR
OVAL LIVEWELL OF
SUFFICIENT SIZE FOR
A FEW DOZEN BAITS
TOPS THE WISH LIST.

livewell size is a key factor in these boats.
Alarge round or oval livewell of sufficient
size for a few dozen baits tops the wish
list; a clear lid or clear viewing window is
also great to have as well. Among other
fishing-friendly features, the number and
placement of the boat’s rod holders is also
important, as is having built-in tackle
storage. No one likes lugging heavy tackle
boxes back and forth to the boat when you
can keep everything aboard and secure,

ready to go at a moment’s notice.
Dual-consoles bring the best of bow-

rider runabout comfort and seaworthy

fishing machines from 18 to 30 feet long.

HOW MUCH LIVE BAIT
DO YOU NORMALLY
CARRY ON YOUR
CURRENT PRIMARY
BOAT?

® 6- to 12-dozen baits
A few dozen baits
® Hundreds of baits

23% 75% 2%
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www.capehornboats.com

More LATITUDE and LONGITUDE.

Expand your destination possibilities.

Run longer, further and in more comfort. The helm
station wraps the driver and passengers in bolstered
seats, while the rear fold-away bench and forward
lounge entertain the crew.

The reliable Yamaha four-stroke power allows you to
travel further on less by blending fuel economy with
performance.

Extra storage, extra seating and extra comfort help
soften the edges and define the 36XS.

Whether exploring the canyons or entertaining a
group, the 36XS is dialed in.

® i cape horn

N O N E BUILT STRONGER
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BENCHMARK

READER RESPONSE

“VERY ROOMY, DRY RIDE AND COMFORTABLE"

Albemarle Boats

Ibemarle customers tell

the company there are four
main reasons for their brand
loyalty: superior ride on the
legendary Carolina-style hull,
family-style customer service,
unmatched quality and inherent
fishability.

Albemarle Sportfishing Boats
and Carolina Classic—each
launched in Edenton, North
Carolina—today comprise
Albemarle, the Carolina Classic,
makers of express sport-fishing
boats of 25 to 41 feet.

ALBEMARLE 31 DC
The new Albemarle 31DC’s
24-degree deadrise, hand-laid
solid fiberglass hull and one-
piece construction promise a
smooth, comfortable and safe
ride, even when the weather
sours. It’s fun too.

The dual-console format has
long been a family favorite and,
whether fishing or cruising, this
big DC has bow, cockpit and helm
seating that welcomes a family
reunion, plus angler-pleasing
fishing features.

The 31 DCispowered by

twin Yamaha 300s on a custom
Armstrong engine bracket, and
Yamaha Helm Master EX electric
steering is standard.

The helm’s dash is designed for
large, flush-mounted electronics.
Bolstered helm and portside
double bench seats are made by
Llebroc. Forward of the helmisa
tempered-glass windshield with
amolded fiberglass frame and
walk-through door.

Abow anchorlockeris
equipped with windlass and
through stemroller, amid cush-
ioned bench seating, storable
bolster cushions and table, and an
insulated, in-seat drybox.

The starboard console
houses aberth for two, as
well as rod space and storage.
Within the port console is an
electric head, countertop and
sink; it also provides access to
air-conditioning units and other
mechanical equipment.

Fishingdoesn’t get short shrift
on thisboat. In addition to six
gunwale-mounted rod holders,
enough for 59 percent of dual-
console survey respondents,
the 31 DC has two 56-gallon

cockpit fish boxes, and a 30-gal-
lon transom baitwell/livewell
that satisfies 92 percent of
dual-console anglers.

The 31 DC’s 62-square-foot
cockpitis overseen by an aft-
facing double seat; foldout aft
and portside benches help set the

stage for plenty of fishing and fun.

The combination of a hardtop
windshield and side curtains
protects the cockpit in inclement
weather, and features molded-in
outrigger pads, LED overhead
and spreader lights, a pair of rod
holders port and starboard, and a
ski tow point.

MORE INFO
albemarleboats.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Hot/cold cockpit
shower, plus
freshwater and raw-
water washdowns

Molded cabinet with sink
and storage for fishing,
entertaining or both

OWNERS SAY
The Carolina flair looks
and rides nice

Great for
saltwater fishing

Very versatile (family
and fishing) boat

BRAND SAYS
Everything you need for a
day offshore

Cockpit is uncluttered
and well-laid-out for
multiple purposes

SPECS
LOA: 33'8"
Beam: 10'8"

Fuel Capacity: 275 gal.

Dry Weight: 12,500 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 600

EXCLUSIVELY POWERED

&@YAMAHA

The hardtop with wrap-
around windshield and
stowable side curtains
protects from elements.
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The AIRMAR
Chirp Advantage

Unleash the true power of your fishfinder! AIRMAR Chirp-ready transducers
will take your fishfinder to the next level...superior target resolution and amazing detail
such as lure tracking and thermoclines

...that’s the AIRMAR Chirp advantage
Visit AIRMAR.com or call one of our AIRMAR Certified Installers

to find the right transducer for your boat

AIRMAR: DEFINING CHIRP TECHNOLOGY

ua AIRMAR




BUILDER
BENCHMARK

“THE HIGHEST-QUALITY BOATS WITH THE UTMOST ATTENTION TO DETAIL
AND CUSTOMER SERVICE”

READER RESPONSE
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Barker Boatworks

half-dozen years ago, after a

decade in the boatbuilding
industry, Kevin Barker set off on
his own with the goal of building
the “ultimate bayboat.”

He drew on the expertise of
world-renowned naval architect
Michael Peters, a specialistin
designing high-speed boats with
style, performance and quality.

They settled upon Peters’
Stepped-Vee Ventilated Tunnel
for a pair of single-hull boats:
the 26 Calibogue, a premium
fly-fishing specialist, and the
26 Open, abig-water fishing
machine built on the Calibogue
hull with similar performance
and draft, but without the
casting decks.

Now comes a third boat, abig
catamaran.

All Barker boats are built-
to-order, no two alike. The
Barker Boatworks staff of 28,
based in Sarasota, Florida,
proudly “overbuild” each with
yacht-quality fit-and-finish and
rigging.

BARKER 40 HPC
Everything about the new Barker

40 HPC—High Performance
Cat—is big: more than 40 feet of
twin-hulled boat, powered by
quad 300 hp Mercury Verados
but capable of carrying 450Rs,
fed by 670-gallons of fuel, with
another 100 gallons optional.

And what it does with all that
bigness! With the four 450s, it
tops out at 85 mph, and the boat
cruises at40 to 60 mph.

The 40 HPC, like Barker’s
previous boats, is designed by
Michael Peters Yacht Design,
which has claimed 20 Class One
World Championships on cat
hulls from 39 to 43 feet.

The newboat features
three-abreast custom seating and
aleaning post with rear and side
tackle centers, beneath an extra
large hardtop bearing 15 rocket-
launcherrod holders, lights,
outriggers and antennas.

Lockable storage for up to
20 rods will please the 26 percent
of offshore CC survey respon-
dents who want that security.
Dual side dive doors make people
and fish passage easy.

Within the transom are
16 Gemlux rod holders—rod

holders, in fact, seem to be
everywhere—16 are standard on
either side of the frontlounge
seating.

Only the elite 4 percent of
survey respondents need three
livewells, and Barker designed
the 40 HPC to please them, with
two 50-gallon transom tanks fed
by a Hooker Sea Chest, and two
more 50-gallon wells optional
within the deck.

Two sets of Frigid Rigid fish
boxes, 785-and 544-quarts will
keepice for days. An additional
532-quartinsulated storage/fish
boxislocated under the forward
lounge seat.

MORE INFO
barkerboatworks.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET
Tons of rod holders,
livewells, fish boxes

Flexibility of
build-to-order

Kevlar and carbon-fiber
construction makes
for a solid hull and a

soft ride

OBSERVATIONS

Asymmetrical cat design
is easy to pilot and heels
well into turns

BRAND SAYS
Best is the standard
Barker employees have

a passion for building
high-quality boats

SPECS
LOA: 40'4"
Beam: 11'10"
Fuel Capacity: 640 gal.

Dry Weight: 15,000 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 1,800

A cat’s wide beam makes
for stable trolling. The
hardtop accommodates
plenty of accessories.
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SIX YEAR
PROTECTION

$ suzuxi

SAVE RIGHT NOW ON
SELECT SUZUKI OUTBOARDS
.
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$ SUZUKI | fiiimare
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OUTBOARD MOTOR

INSTANT SAVINGS REPOWER FINANCE SIX YEARS OF PROTECTION

INSTANT SAVINGS ON SELECT MODELS WHEN RATES AS LOW AS 5.99% 3 YEARS LIMITED WARRANTY +
YOU BUY A NEW SUZUKI OUTBOARD. ON NEW SUZUKI OUTBOARDS ON 3 YEARS EXTENDED PROTECTION,
SEE YOUR DEALER FOR DETAILS. APPROVED CREDIT.* [60 MONTHSI NO EXTRA CHARGE.
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Gimme Six Extended Protection promotion applies to new Suzuki*Outboards;Motors ffom 25 to 350 HP in inventory which are sold and delivered to buyeribetween'0170i/218and 03/31/21%in'accordanceiwith
the promotion by a Participating Authorized.Suzuki Marine dealer in.the‘continental US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who resides in the continentallUSioFAlaskatTheiGimme Six Rromotioniis available
for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash-Instant Savings applies to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki Outboard Motors:made betweeni01/0i/21fand08/3172i - For list ofidesignated models;
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substitutions, benefit substitutions;raifi'checks, or extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time'without'notice or-obligation:* Financing offers'available‘through
Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5:99% APR financing for 60 months on new and unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors. Subject toicredit:approval: Not'all'buyersiwill'qualify. Approval; and any rates and
terms provided, are based on creditworthiness. $19.99/menth per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypotheticalifigures used in caleulation; your actual monthly payment may: differ
based on financing terms;.credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and fees. Offer effectiveion.new; unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors purchased from a participating
authorized Suzuki dealer between 01/0#/21"and 03/31/21. “Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks'or ®.'Don’t drink and'drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and
read your owner’s manual. © 2021 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.




BUILDER

READER RESPONSE
“BOSTON WHALERS
ARE LIKE OLD FRIENDS:
RELIABLE"

Boston Whaler

B oston Whaler balances

its 60-year tradition of
building unsinkable hulls with
its ongoing refinement of boats
built on those hulls.

The Boston Whaler brand
encompasses seven distinct
lines.

Super Sports are peppy
load-and-go funsters. Montauks
are classic, ever-popular center-
consoles 15 to 21 feet. Dauntless
models balance watersports
and coastal fishing.

Vantage dual-console boats
aim first at family-friendliness.
The Conquest family has
fishing-focused offshore boats
with all the comforts of home.
Realm 35- and 38-footers
blend center-console fish-
ability with cabin-cruiser
comfort. And Boston Whaler
Outrage boats are battle-ready
offshore-fishing machines.

Second among primary-boat
brands owned by our survey
respondents, and among those

most numerous of second and
third boats owned by those
respondents, Boston Whaler is
also one of the top two brands
respondents would consider for
their next purchase.

BOSTON WHALER
280 VANTAGE

The new Boston Whaler 280
Vantage does so many things so
well that the company calls the
family-friendly dual-console
boat the “Swiss Army knife of
boating.”

The 280 has adegree more
deadrise and abit sharper entry
thanits predecessor, the 270
Vantage, for an even dryer, more
comfortable ride for the entire
family, no matter the activity.

But the 280 Vantage has
its eye clearly on fishing, with
two aft 25-gallon cockpit
fish boxes, lighted 19-gallon
transom livewell (92 percent
of dual-console anglersin
our survey said one’s enough;

75 percent say they usually
carryjust afew dozen baits),
three gunwale-mounted rod
holders (59 percent of respon-
dents need four or fewer), plus
four more on hardtop supports.
Want more, Whaler can add
them for you.

Anglers and cruisers alike
will enjoy the secure feeling
created by acoaming height
2 inches taller than the 270. So
especially will parents of young
children.

Dual-consoles and our survey
respondents are all about
the bow seating, and the 280
Vantage’s includes cushions
with backrests and armrests
atop insulated storage lockers.
You can add abow sunshade
ortable. Abowredesign ac-
commodates both an anchor
windlass and a shore ladder.

Anintegrated hardtop with
tempered-glass windshield can
be fitted with an electrically
actuated cockpit SureShade
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and includes a standard tow bit
perfect for watersports.
Standard are twin Mercury
250 hp V-8 Verados; options
include up 400 hp Verados.

405 CONQUEST
Ready for top-flight fishing or
cruising is the Boston Whaler
405 Conquest.

The big cruiser’s cabin
contains amaster berth with
inner-spring mattress, plus
amidcabin guest berth, teak
cabinets and flooring, enclosed
head with separate shower, and
galley with cooktop, microwave,
refrigerator/freezer, storage—
and even lighted wineglass
holders.

The angler is served by
atransomprep areaand a
19-gallon pressurized, lighted,
insulated aft livewell. (Of
walkaround respondents,

85 percent said they need just

A
LY

i
e

=i

asingle bait tank.)

The 405 has five gunwale-
mounted cockpit rod holders
—34 percent of walkaround
survey respondents say
they’re OK with four; another
46 percent would like six.
Five morerod holders line
the transom, six more on the
hardtop supports. The 405 is
also set up for outriggers and/or
downriggers.

The stern bench folds away
to add fishing space, the setup
48 percent of walkaround sur-
vey respondents prefer. Other
seats are convertible, facing
front or aft.

Optional on the 405
Conquest is Seakeeper gyro-
stabilizing, which 24 percent of
prospective walkaround boat
buyers said they’d consider.

MORE INFO
bostonwhaler.com

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET
Unsinkable

Powerful Mercury Verado
outboard engines

OWNERS SAY

Unsinkability, safe,
and speed to get to
the action

Solid ride in all
conditions

Good all-around boat
for family, friends,
fishing and diving

BRAND SAYS

405 Conguest: “The SUV
of the Sea”

Brilliant design and
advanced technology

SPECS

280 VANTAGE
LOA: 29'1"
Beam: 9'6"

Fuel Capacity: 180 gal.

Dry Weight: 6,700 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 800
Certifications: NMMA

405 CONQUEST
LOA: 41'4"
Beam: 13'6"

Fuel Capacity: 620 gal.

Dry Weight: 22,400 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 1,881
Certifications: NMMA
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BENCHMARK

READER RESPONSE
“A GREAT SEAWORTHY BOAT"

Cape Horn Boats

helast thing a Cape Horn

boatsees asitleavesthe
factory in Milton, Florida, is the
steely eye of company president
Chris Fabbro.

Fabbro, who with his father,
Bob, built the first Cape Horn
(the16 Classic) in their garage
more than 30 years ago, inspects
everyboatbefore turning it over
toitsnew owner. The lineup now
stretches from 22 to 36 feet, in
bay and offshore models.

How’d it start? Father and son
wanted a fishingboat that was
both hardcore and comfortable,
with big fishing platforms and
massive livewells. Unable to find

one that suited them, theybuilt it.

Hullvoidsina Cape Horn are
pressure-filled with closed-cell
foam, quieting the ride, adding
stiffness, and making it unsink-
able—aconsideration CC survey
respondents always rank highly.

CAPE HORN 36XS

The “XS” in the model name
stands for extra seating, or extra
storage—well, actually, both.

It mightas well stand for extra
fishability and comfort too, in

ahand-tailored big-flare boat
boasting yacht-quality hardware
and appointments.

The helm station has
compartments for tackle and
other gear; 60 percent of survey
respondents prefer permanent
storage space. The dash accom-
modates multiple large-screen
displays. EPS steering allows easy
upgrade to joystick control.

Within arear-facing seatis
a60-gallon livewell; a second
20-gallon livewell within the
transom can also serve as storage;
69 percent of center-console
respondents said one livewell
was enough, 27 percent wanted
two, and just 4 percent held out
for three.

Standard are aforward lounge
and alarge, rear foldaway bench
(76 percent of those surveyed
wanted seating for four or more).

An optional VacuFlush head
canbeinstalled in the large
walk-in console, whichhasa
pullout steel sink. A flip-up seat
at the console front transforms
into alounge seat with aflip-up
footrest.

The 36XS’s oversize hardtop

contains a pair of electronics
boxes and flush-mounted speak-

ers, with several lighting options.

Revolution outriggers are stan-
dard. Aladdered skylight hatch
in the top gives access to adjust
antennas and adds the consider-
ation of an upper station.
Morebig thinking? Triple
outboards produce speeds of
60 mph. A 9-foot-long insulated
fishbox measures 1,400 quarts
volume. And then there’s the
rod holders—25 of them, various
types and locations, standard.

MORE INFO
capehornboats.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Abundant rod holders
in various locations
and types

Standard hardtop and
outriggers

Dash accommodates
three large displays

OWNERS SAY
360-degree fish-fighting
ability

Feels like a Cadillac in
even the roughest seas

Built like a tank

BRAND SAYS
A sleek and modern
design

Go farther, faster with
incredible efficiency

SPECS
LOA: 36'11"
Beam: 10'6"

Fuel Capacity: 385 gal.

Dry Weight: 7,900 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 1,400

OPTIONALLY POWERED

&@YAMAHA

A laddered hatch in the
hardtop gives access to
antennas and a possible
upper station.
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READER RESPONSE
“BUILT FOR THE HARDCORE ANGLER"

Caymas Boats

c aymas Boats, founded

in 2018, boasts 40 years
ofinnovation. That’s backed
up by adevelopment team
whose members average 30
years’ experience in fiberglass
manufacturing.

The company makes
freshwater and saltwater boats,
thelatter featuring the Michael
Peters-designed, patented
Stepped Vee Ventilated Tunnel
hull, arevolutionary, drag-
reducing design that produces
increased speed, enhanced fuel
economy, and aremarkably soft,
dryrideinheavyseas.

The company,located in
Ashland City, Tennessee, pledges
superior customer service, alife-
time hull warranty, innovation,
superb fit-and-finish, and quality
control ensured by aseatrial and
exhaustive checklist applied to
everyboat before it leaves the
climate-controlled factory.

CAYMAS 401 CC

The new Caymas401CCis
designed for serious saltwater-
tournament anglers, the
company says, as well as

discriminating weekend anglers
and their families.

Forthose hardcore anglers,
the 401 CCboasts amassive
cockpit, with optional portand
starboard dive doors. There’s
alsoplenty of fishing space and
access for boating fish.

Theleaning post provides
amplerod and tackle storage,
plusrear-facing mezzanine
seating. The transom contains
two 45-gallon livewells, served
by premium Hooker Electric
pumps and sea chest; that’s
enough to match the needs of 96
percent of offshore CC anglers.
Five fish boxes total 450 gallons
ofinsulated storage. Lockable
rod storage will please the 26
percent of respondents who call
thatfeature important.

Ahatchinthe hardtop makes
passage for an upper station
easywhile retaining traditional
rod-holder placement and
storage; an optional second
stationisavailable. Three helm
seats serve the helmitself, whose
dashaccommodates dual
22-inch ortriple 17-inch displays,
plus additional electronics. The

console cabin has an enclosed
head andberth.

Thebow offers several seating
options; 40 percent of CC survey
respondents say bow seating’s
important to them. The for-
ward chaise longue contains a
15-galloninsulated cooler and
75 gallons of dry storage.

Select triple or quad engines,
up to 1,800 hp. Optionsinclude
Seakeeper 3 gyroscopic stabili-
zation, diesel generator and air
conditioning.

MORE INFO
caymasboats.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Generous,
range-extending
fuel capacity

Total livewell capacity of
90 gallons

OBSERVATIONS

A sweeping sheerline
and wide bow flare
keep the ride dry

Quad power moves the
boat swiftly ahead of
1,800 hp

BRAND SAYS
Remarkably soft, dry
ride in heavy seas

Your choice for a lifetime
of exceptional boating

SPECS
LOA: 39'11"
Beam: 11'6"

Fuel Capacity: 559 gal.

Dry Weight: 14,000 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 1,800
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

&@YAMAHA

Mezzanine seating

with easy access to an
optional second station,
with ample rod storage.
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INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW LX26 CENTER CONSOLE
LOA: 26'6" / Beam 6" / Max. Power 500 HP / Approx Fuel Capacity 135 Gallons / Draft 20" / Weight 5.0001bs.

WWW.SEABORNBOATS.COM
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"FAVORITE FEATURE? EVERYTHING"

Century Boats

ishability? Luxury?
Reliability? that’s Century’s

trademark style.

Boasting more than 90 years
ofbuilding high-quality boats
for anglers and families, Century
evolved from Lake Michigan,
crafting wooden runabout
and high-performance boats,
toits currentbase in Florida,
with saltwater-fishing boats its
specialty. Today the company
produces saltwater-fishing boats
from 22 to 32 feet, including
express, walkaround, center-
console and dual-console models.

Century knows how to
partner. Vectorply provides
latest-technology glass and core
materials for all-composite
construction. Raymarine high-
performance marine-electronics
packages and Fusion True
Marine entertainment products
are standard. Mate Series
combination rod and cup holders
are also standard, as are Edson
steeringwheels.

Advanced storage systems
throughout the boats keep
tackle and other gear handy while
preserving fishing room.

CENTURY BOATS 2901

CENTER CONSOLE

What do you call aluxury
crossover boat designed around
atournament-fishing rig?
Century calls it the 2901 Center
Console, and itboasts alonglist
of fishing features presented in
comfort and style to please the
entire family.

Forty percent of center-
console survey respondents say
that they consider bow seating
important; Century answers with
wraparound bow seating, with
standard, forward-facing back-
rests, and abow table and stand.

Butarare accommodation to
fishing efficiency is the double-
aerator 62-gallon baitwell
(69 percent of respondents
say one is plenty), lockable rod
storage (important to 26 percent
of CCboaters surveyed), tilt-
out tackle trays, and a pair of
277-quart insulated and pump-
out-equipped fish boxes. Three
gunwale-mounted rod holders
on each side meet or exceed the
needs of 68 percent of CC survey
respondents; additional rod
holders are on the hardtop, helm

seatbacks and transom.

Dial-in your fishing needs with
options, including downriggers,
outriggers and additional rod
holders, plus eye candy such as
underwater lights, Helm Master
EXelectric steering and stereo
upgrades. Standard are electric
head; anchor, windlass, rope and
chain; trim tabs with lighted indi-
cator; and fiberglass hardtop with
spreader lights and rod holder.

Century recommends twin
Yamaha F300s or XF350s for the
2901CC.

MORE INFO
centuryboats.com

84 | OFFSHORE | BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2021

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Nice balance of luxury
and fishability

Handy, tilt-out
tackle trays

Dual-aerator livewell
provides redundancy

OWNERS SAY

Center console offers
ease of movement and
fishability

Lots of room for fishing
gear and plenty of
rod holders

The spaciousness of

the layout, along with

the cabin room in the
center console

Fishability, big livewell,
and well-placed, good
number of rod holders

BRAND SAYS
An eye on even the
smallest details

Passion for perfection

Solid platforms built
to get you there—
and back—in safety
and comfort

SPECS
LOA: 29'
Beam: 9'6"
Fuel Capacity: 280 gal.

Dry Weight: 7,000 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 700
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

&@YAMAHA

The lockable tackle
rigging station keeps
anglers competitive
and organized.
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“A SAFE AND DRY RIDE"

Cobia Boats

c obia Boats deck layouts
position everything at hand
when needed or wanted, and

out of the way otherwise. No
awkward steps or trip hazards.
Enough freeboard to feel secure,
notsomuch that fishing’s a pain.
Handholds are unobtrusive, but
handy when you need one.

It’s all done so you can focus on
the fish and the fishing, not make
adjustments to your boat.

There’s alot to admire when
you consider a Cobia: afine,
far-forward bow entry that
extends running surfaces, slicing
through waves before pushing
them aside to create a soft ride.
Further smoothing thatrideis
the variable-deadrise hull, which
also aids fuel efficiency.

Cobias are built with backing
plates and screw-retention
materials at each fastening point,
double-clamped hoses reinforced
with sealant, and epoxy-coated
and pressure-tested aluminum
fuel tanks. Decks are stiffened
with carbon-reinforced beams.
Bilge interiors are finished.
Electrical harnesses are created
in-house with copper-tinned

wiring that’s labeled.
CobiaisaMaverick Boat Group

brand, along with Maverick,

Hewes and Pathfinder boats.

COBIA 350 CC

The new Cobia 350 Center
Consoleblends high style and
hard-charging performance so
you can fish hard and play easy.

A double-stepped, vacuum-
infused hull makes getting to
fishing grounds fast and fuel
efficient, ahead of triple 300 hp or
twin 425 hp Yamahas.

Fishing features include dual
42-gallon bait tanks (pleasing
96 percent of CC respondents),
two large in-floor fish boxes, full
tackle station, and bait prep area.
Optional are deluxe top, king-
fishrod holders, outriggers and
kite-rod holders. Wide at 11 feet,
2inches—as well as wide-open—
the 350 CC has plenty of room for
several anglers to fish.

Other optionsinclude joystick
control, air conditioning and
Garmin Master Suite electronics,
including radar.

The 350 CC’s 11-person seating
includes triple helm seats, a

two-person chaise longue and
cushioned sunlounge; 40 percent
of CC surveyrespondents want
bow seating. A hideaway bow
table electronically rises, for
picnicor party or to completea
casting deck.

Within the walk-down console
is aspacious berth with wooden
cabinetry, an electrichead, a
combination sink/shower, and
hidden, lockable rod storage.
Easy access to the logical wiring
and electrical system assures easy
maintenance down the road.

MORE INFO
cobiaboats.com
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Survey
Says:

ON TARGET

Seven insulated boxes
serve as coolers or
dry storage

Six gunwale cockpit rod
holders; more in transom
and throughout boat

OWNERS SAY

Really takes on the
waves and makes
the ride smooth

Ample space to fish

BRAND SAYS
Fishes hard and
plays easy

Elegant topside
amenities bathe you in
style and comfort

Tournament-capable
fishing features

SPECS
LOA: 34'4"
Beam: 112"

Fuel Capacity: 320 gal.

Dry Weight: 10,560 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 900
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

&YAMAHA

The head is spacious,
stand-up tall, and
provides lockable storage
for rods and gear.



BUY YOUR BOAT
with GONFIDENCE

You should buy your boat
from someone you can trust.

Only Marine Industry Certified Dealerships
make a formal commitment to meeting your

expectations. Start your boating journey
with a Certified Dealer today.

FIND A MARINE INDUSTRY CERTIFIED DEALER NEAR YOU!

www.DiscoverBoating.com/Certified-Dealers
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READER RESPONSE
“100 PERCENT OFFSHORE
MACHINE!"

Contender Boats

fishore anglers can dial

in a Contender to match
their needs and tastes: The
Homestead, Florida, company
offers several models from 25 to
44 feet, for which a seemingly
endless list of options is
available.

Eachboatisbuilt-to-order
forits owner, with choices
available from power to fishing
appointments to upholstery
stitching.

Contender, havinglaunched
thousands of boats in its more
than 35years, builds boats on
both stepped and deep-V hull
designs.

CONTENDER 44ST
Designed toreach bluewater
fishing grounds swiftly, the
44ST is built from the same

hull as the new-last-year 44FA
(fish-around). But where the FA
has more cabin than console,
with berth, shower-equipped
head, and galley, the ST opts

for asimple but elegant step-in
head, and more fishing space.

How that space is equipped
islargely up to you: Contender
lists more options than
standard equipment.

The helm, accommodatinga
pair of 24-inch Garmin displays,
is protected by a curved-glass
windshield. The captain and
two companions each have
plush helm chairs. The tackle
station aft of them is expansive,
with room for avariety of
tackle options.

Two clear-topped 55-gallon
livewells in the transom will
meet or exceed the needs of all
but 4 percent of survey respon-
dents; those 4-percenters will
smile at the third, 125-gallon
livewell within the aft cockpit
deck. Nearby are two 110-gallon
fishboxes.

Forward is another,
340-gallon fish box, plus 315
gallons of storage. A pair of
10-footrod lockers protects

gear. A T-top is standard; a
tower and second station
are optional.

Four standard gunwale-
mounted cockpit rod holders
meet the needs of 33 percent
of our offshore CC survey
respondents, while a stand-
mounted aft rocket launcher,
helm-flanking vertical racks
and additional gunwale-
mounted holders forward
augment them.

Alounge forward of the
console has storage beneath in
three separate compartments.
Itrises hydraulically to access a
large coffin box.

Bow gunwales are recessed
for forward seating, maintain-
ing maximum fishing space
while providing the bow seating
that40 percent of survey
respondents say isimportant
tothem.

The 44ST is powered by
triple or quad Yamaha 425 XTO
engines.

88 | OFFSHORE | BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2021



CONTENDER 39FA

The Contender 39 is ahardcore
fishing machine that features
all the creature comforts you
could ever need. “FA” stands
for fish-around, and the cabin
console atitsheartboastsa
queen berth, microwave,
refrigerator, glass-top stove and
enclosed head with shower.

Riding onits two-step hull
ahead of triple Yamaha F350s,
the 39FA races through the 60s
and into the 70s toward far-off
fish, thanks to its expansive
460-gallon fuel capacity.

The helm accommodates
apair oflarge displays, its
wheel at the centerline. Add
acustom fishing tower with
second station to scout fishing
prospects while directing boat
and crew.

Leave the bow open for
maximum fishing space, or
opt for bow seating, which

32 percent of walkaround
survey respondents consider
important.

A cushion-topped coffin box
canbe installed forward of the
cabin. Other options include
teak packages, power-actuated
hatches and coolers, and sev-
eral forward and rear seating
arrangements.

Six gunwale-mounted rod
holders meet the demands
of 68 percent of CC survey
respondents (80 percent of
walkaround anglers), with
morerod holders, racks and rod
storage throughout the boat. A
large tackle center includes a
slide-out Engel cooler.

It’s atournamentboat, but
one the whole family can call a
winner.

MORE INFO
contenderboats.com

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Speed and range for
offshore adventures

Plethora of options to
create semicustom boat

OWNERS SAY

Handles offshore
conditions very well

Contender boats are the
best on the water

Easy to handle and
economical to run

BRAND SAYS

Performance through
innovation

Sea-tested,
captain-approved

SPECS

44ST
LOA: 43'10"
Beam: 12'
Fuel Capacity: 600 gal.

Dry Weight: 9,600 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 2,000
Certifications: NMMA

39FA
LOA: 39'
Beam: 10'10"
Fuel Capacity: 460 gal.

Dry Weight: 15,000 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 1,600
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

@ YAMAHA
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READER RESPONSE
“STABILITY, AND
SHE SIPS FUEL"

Eastern
Boats

E astern Boatslaunched in 1981
with a single 18-foot Classic
boatbuiltin a two-bay shop. Today
itbuilds Eastern, Seaway and
Rosborough boats, 18 to 30 feet
long, in four warehouses at the
New Hampshire facility.

EASTERN BOATS 27
TOURNAMENT

Eastern’s 27 Tournament is a
downeast outboard with a powerful
bow, a10-foot-3-inch beam and
hard chines that produce dry, soft
ride offshore. Powered by twin 150s
orasingle 250 to 300 on acolor-
matched Armstrongbracket, it’s
efficient at any speed.

The boat’s pilot-house cabin has
sliding windows and dual-opening
windshields served by electric
wipers. A double-wide companion
seat adjoins the bolster-equipped
helm seat; the companion reverses
toface aft, sharing a teak table with
aportside upholstered bench.

Below, the 27 Tournamenthasa
forward V-berth with overhead rod
racks, and an enclosed head with
sink and shower. Atop the cabinisa
20-inch-square hatch.

The cockpit has a transom door,

SPECS
LOA: 27'4"
Beam: 10'3"

Fuel Capacity:
192 gal.

Dry Weight: 8,000
lb. plus power

Max HP: 300

OPTIONALLY POWERED

@YAMAHA

transom livewell and insulated fish
box with pump-out, four gunwale-
mounted rod holders and two
more on the transom; the hardtop
carries afive-rod rocket launcher.
The cockpit galley includes sink,
refrigerator and stove.

Popular optionsinclude
additional rod holders, anchor
windlass, bow thruster, full camper
enclosure and air conditioning.

MORE INFO
easternboats.com

Turn Your Passion into Action

A minute of your time can ensure clean water,

abundant fisheries and the conservation of both.

Join us. Be heard.

KEEPAMERICA'

FISHING

The Voice of the American Angler

Preserve what you love at KeepAmericaFishing.org



BUILDER
BENCHMARK

READER RESPONSE

“GREAT RIDE"

Everglades Boats

U nsinkable construction
isone of the first things
people ask forin an offshore
center-console fishing boat. It’s
atthe core—punintended—ofan
Evergladesboat.

When Everglades came to
marketin 2001, with it came an
award-winning Rapid Molded
Core Assembly Process for
crafting unsinkable one-piece,
smooth-riding hulls.

Instead of filling hull voids
with foam, Everglades molds
its extremely dense, structural
foam core first, and then bonds
ittohull and deck. That, the
company says, produces unex-
celled safety and flotation and
hulllines true to their engineer-
ing specs. Next come other
components made in-house—
console, hardtop, wiring
harness—installed to yachtlike
fit-and-finish.

Setting Everglades apart
furtherare its hydraulic sliding
tempered glass windshield
and rotatingleaning post—a
comfortable helm seat facing
forward, its back asecure leaning
postwhen reversed.

EVERGLADES 235 CC

Everglades refers to its new

235 Center Console as an “entry
level” CC but proves that entry
level, for fishing or cruising, can
be at a high level indeed. With
its RAMCAP hull and standard
300 hp Yamaha, the new 235 CC
is ready for deepwater adven-
tures well beyond shallow bays
and intercostal waters.

Bow console seating is
larger, more-contoured and
richly detailed, with underseat
insulated cooler storage—40
percent of center-console survey
respondents call forward seating
moderately or very important,
and virtually everyone wants all
the storage they can get. Twin
seats with armrests are at the
front of the console. Fullbeam
retractable transom seating
will please the 44 percent who
requireit.

The fiberglass hardtop has an
integrated aluminum powder-
coated support with molded
handholds, LED and spreader
lights, electronics box, four rod
holders and a ski pylon. The head
isenlarged.

Come fishing time, the 235
CCfeatures arigging station
with tackle and tool storage and
fourrod holders. Six gunwale-
mounted rod holders meet or
exceed 68 percent of demands,
with six more at the transom
and four in the top. A standard
portside door welcomes people
and big fish.

Within the transomisa
standard 17-gallon starboard
circulating livewell—meeting
69 percent of respondents’
wishes—with a clear acrylic lid.

MORE INFO
evergladesbhoats.com

BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2021

ON TARGET

Unsinkable, durable
RAMCAP construction

Structural foam is cast
and then bonded to hull
and deck

Rod and tackle storage
exceeds expectations
for any boat in its class

Rotating dual helm-seat
swivel aft for mezzanine
seating, also providing a
leaning post for skipper

OWNERS SAY

Like the seating
configuration at the
helm and forward of

the console

Favorite feature:
everything

BRAND SAYS

No compromise in
materials or processes

The timeless and true
design leader in the
“unsinkable” category

SPECS
LOA: 24
Beam: 8'6"
Fuel Capacity: 105 gal.

Dry Weight: 5,600 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 300
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

&@YAMAHA

The 235 CC features a

patented 360 degree
swivel helm/mezzanine
seating.
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“A SOLID, SEAWORTHY
BOAT IN ALL TYPES
OF SEAS”

Grady-White Boats

ounded in 1959, Grady-

White Boats builds 26
models of fiberglass offshore,
sport-fishing and family-fishing
boats, from 18 to 45 feet, in
Greenville, North Carolina.

One of the best-known and
well-respected brands across
several categories—and most
represented in our survey—
Grady-White’s reputation
ridesinlarge part onitshand-
laid SeaV2 progressive hull.
Deadrise begins at astable 18 to
21degrees at the transom, with
wide chines providing stability
both at rest and trolling, sharp-
ening as it approaches the bow
to split waves cleanly and softly.
The company has been

awarded every third-party
customer-satisfaction award
ever presented in the marine
industry, including JD Power
and Associates Customer
Satisfaction Awards and
NMMA Customer Satisfaction
Indexhonors.
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GRADY-WHITE
CANYON 306

Grady-White’s popular 30-foot
Canyon 306 has evolved, while
retaining signature features.

Bowseating on the center
console now features forward-
facing backrests that fold
away to further boost already
generous fishing room. An
optional insert converts the
entire bow to aroomy casting
platform. Beneath the seat
cushions are a pair of 150-quart
insulated fish boxes.

The 306’s helm can accom-
modate two 16-inch displays,
plus additional electronics
and controls. The standard
fiberglass T-top has alarge radio
box, rod holders, outrigger
plates, overhead PFD storage,
LED lights, molded-in sound-
system speakers, and spreader
lights fore and aft, plus a full-
height windshield.

Aftofthe companion seatisa
47-gallonlighted livewell with a

BOAT BUYERS GUIDE 2021

patented full-column aeration
plenum and viewing window.
A stand-up rigging station/
multipurpose area attends it.

The console features aroomy
stand-up head enclosure with
marine head, shower system
and sink, teak accents, and
recessed lighting.

Tuna-stick storage is
important to offshore center-
consolerespondents—68
percent stash seven or more—
and the Canyon 306 meets their
demands. Gunwale storage
accommodates fly rods 9-plus
feet, or 50-pound-class trolling
sets, reels positioned forward
or aft, secured behind a hinged
locker door.

A 304-quart aft cockpit fish
box,in addition to the two in the
bow, awaits the catch of the day.

GRADY-WHITE
EXPRESS 370
Grady-White’s revisited
Express 370 offers more cabin




room, performance, details
and reliability than many
inboard boats largerin length,
with plenty of sport-fishing
focus too.

The cabin, with teak and
hollysole, takes advantage of
space otherwise dedicated to
aninboard engine room. The
dinette includes an adjustable
table and booth-type seating.
Berths are forward and aft, with
aconvertible dinette berth, and
it’s all air-conditioned. Besides
afull-feature galley, there’s
abundant storage in cabinets,
closet and drawers.

A deluxe captain’s helm chair
adjusts vertically and horizon-
tally. An electromechanically
controlled enclosure raises and
lowers to present electronics
and instruments at the right
height when needed, tucked
away when not.

The 370’s hardtop has a

motorized sunroof, four side
rod holders, LED spreader

and recessed lights, outrigger
plates, SureShade electrically
retractable shade, and side and
drop curtains.

A starboardside rigging sta-
tionincludes sink and lockable
tackle drawers (welcoming the
four utility boxes that 49 per-
centsay they need), along with a
48-gallon livewell.

Areinforced floor area awaits
afighting chair. Four gunwale-
mounted rod holders meet the
needs of 27 percent of survey
respondents in the inboard
sport-fisherman category, in
which this outboard boat most
nearly fits. A 291-quart aft
refrigerator/freezer fish box
with thermostat dramatically
reducesice demands.

MORE INFO
gradywhite.com

Survey
Says:

ON TARGET

Patented foldaway
transom seat

Unsinkable construction

OWNERS SAY

Very reliable and
steady offshore
platform

Sturdy, reliable,
functional

Quality and customer
support

BRAND SAYS

The size-range standard
in the luxury
sport-fishing market

We always keep
key fishing features
first in our designs,

then we add the

luxurious comfort and
other features

SPECS

CANYON 306
LOA: 30'6"
Beam: 10'7"

Fuel Capacity: 290 gal.

Dry Weight: 6,950 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 700
Certifications: NMMA

EXPRESS 370

LOA: 36'7"
Beam: 13'2"
Fuel Capacity: 344 gal.

Dry Weight: 15,224 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 1,275
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

@ YAMAHA



BUILDER

READER RESPONSE
“SUPERIOR OFFSHORE
RIDE"

Invincible Boat Company

hether youwantyour
Invincible boattobe a

monohull or catamaran, the
company pledges, you'll be
stepping aboard the “the fastest,
driestand best riding” boat.

Invincible’s original
monohull was and remains
the patented Stepped-Vee
Ventilated Tunnel design
created by naval architect
Michael Peters—the tough,
fast, smooth-riding boat that
company founders desired,
possessing what it proudly calls
Invincible’s “athleticism.”

Next, Invincible revo-
lutionized the catamaran
categorywith adesign created
in partnership with Morrelli &
Melvin, naval architects expert
in computational fluid dy-
namics. The patented, hybrid,
semi-asymmetrical multihull
design is noted for ride quality,
handling and speed.

Distinctive Invincible fea-
tures include vacuum-bagged

infusion, diamond-patterned
nonskid deck, ergonomic con-
sole design, and hardtop-frame
lines of sight designed for better
navigation and fishing.

In either hull format, central
to the fishing experience is
Invincible’s single-level deck
and 360-degree fishability.

INVINCIBLE 33 OPEN
FISHERMAN
Invincible’s 33 Open Fisherman
rides and fisheslike abigboat
but handles as deftly as a small
one. Itincorporatesboth the
SVVT hull that made its big
brother famous, the classic
Invincible 36 Open, and twin-
engine ease and economy.
Standard featuresinclude a
transom door, AGM sealed bat-
teries, deluxe console with lined
interior for full-size head, high-
speed pickup for livewell sea
chest, sink with tackle drawers,
saltwater washdown, and triple
2,000 gph bilge pumps.

Power options include your
choice of twins, either 300 hp
Yamahas, Mercury Verados
from 300 to 400 hp or Mercury
450HP R (racing) motors.
Mercury VesselView upgrades
are available.

Pick your top option: hard-
top, crow’s-nest for same or
folding tower with dual station
plus optional outriggers.

Center-console survey
respondents differ on gunwale-
mounted rod-holder needs
—33percent are happywith
four, 35 percent want six, and
32 percent need eight or more.
With Invincible, order what
your fishing requires. Other
fishing-friendly options are
livewell sea chests, undergun-
wale rod racks and gaffholders,
and electric-reel outlets.

Forward bench seating will
please the 40 percent who
consider it of medium to high
importance in their CC, while
rear bench and rear lounge
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seats can meet the needs of
some buyers; they’re about half
as common as foldaway aft seats
onrespondents’ current boats.
Additional convenience
optionsinclude abow thruster,
freshwater washdown, deluxe
electrichead within the console,
dive ladder and in-hull windlass.

INVINCIBLE 37
CATAMARAN
Invincible’s 37 Cat, at the
midpoint of its five-cat center-
consoleline, offers amenities
and equipment of amuch larger
boatin an efficient, powerful
package.

Standard are above- and
below-deck livewells (96
percent of CC survey respon-
dents are happy with two),
saltwater washdown, AGM
sealed batteries, and generous
underdeck fish and storage
compartments.

Beyond that, you craft your
own fishing machine, selecting
from options such as hardtop,
crow’s-nest, folding tower with
dual station, Rupp or Gem
outriggers, multipump livewell
sea chests, electric-reel outlets,
androd holders and racks.
Other optionsinclude adeluxe
bait-prep station, rear-facing
tackle station, and coffin boxes
in medium, large and extra-
large—the latter two available
with backrests.

Power? Quads from 300 to
450 hp, Yamaha or Mercury.

Seating choices include triple
custom Llebroc helm chairs,
aforward seating section like
40 percent of respondents pre-
fer, foldout bench seats and aft
jump seats, and removable rear
lounge seats.

MORE INFO
invincibleboats.com

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Features are nicely
aligned with advanced
angler demands

Single-deck fishability;
no steps for stumbling

Spacious, fishing-
friendly design

Options provide ability to
build one's own boat

OWNERS SAY

Invincibles ride the sea
with superior speeds
and comfort at the
same time

Fantastic ride

BRAND SAYS

No one today builds a
more athletic machine

The best products start
with the best materials

A truly better boat that
was purpose-built

SPECS

33 OPEN
FISHERMAN
LOA: 33'10"
Beam: 9'7"

Fuel Capacity: 320 gal.

Dry Weight: 8,100 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 900
Certifications: NMMA

37 CATAMARAN
LOA: 37"
Beam: 12'

Fuel Capacity: 550 gal.

Dry Weight: 14,000 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 1,800
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

@YAMAHA



BUILDER

READER RESPONSE
“RUGGED, VERSATILE
PERFORMANCE”

NorthCoast
Boats

N orthCoast boats—five
cabin models and six center-
consoles (some of those made in
modified-V and deep-V versions)—
have reverse chines for stability
and aggressive longitudinal strakes
forbetter performance.
NorthCoast, based in Rhode
Island, is adivision of C&C Marine,
which has made hulls, decks and
small parts for several boat brands.

NORTHCOAST 230CC
DEEP-V

NorthCoast’snew 230CC DeepV,
with 21-degree deadrise, specializ-
esin fastertravel in bigger seas. Its
wide reverse chines boost stability,

and NorthCoast describesitas
having “one of the most pleasing
sheers onthe water.” Itsengineis
mounted on an Armstrong bracket.
There’s storage within the
forward casting platform, and
in-deck forward of the console,
above which is amolded T-top with
spreader light. The two-beanbag
cockpit invites movable seating.
Standard are two illuminated,
clear-topped livewells, satisfying
96 percent of CC anglers surveyed,
totaling 35 gallons. The standard

SPECS
LOA: 27'6"
Beam: 8'6"

Fuel Capacity:
124 gal.

Dry Weight:
4,331 Lb. plus power

Max HP: 250

OPTIONALLY POWERED

&@YAMAHA

14 rod holdersinclude four
gunwale-mounted, and you can
add more, including swivel-butt
rod holders for tuna and shark.
The family might lobby for
forward cushions (40 percent of
offshore CCrespondents called
bow seating important), folding aft
cockpit seat, console head, stereo
and anchor windlass. Additional
fishing options include outriggers.

MORE INFO
northcoastboats.com

LET US HELP YOU
GET ON THE WATER

Contact U's Nodday..

~OSociaty”

Dhir Pedggnle Makie the Lhfférence!

Contact the boat loan PROFESSIOMALS (800) 285-8073 boathanker.com



SPEED, SPACE, STORAGE AND ROOM FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY.

The new Albemarle 31 Dual Console has been painstakingly designed to untock your family’s boating potential
and generate cherished memories. Visit us online to find a dealer near you.

(A tlbcrvricretle

Albemarleboats.




BUILDER

SENUHNMARK

READER RESPONSE
"MADE WITH
EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY"

Pursuit Fishing Boats

ursuit Boats are

manufactured in two
state-of-the-art plants totaling
nearly 400,000 square feetin
Fort Pierce, Florida, where
patented designs are crafted
usingrefined lamination
techniques, vacuum-infused
stringer grids, and validated
installations.

Pursuit specializes in
high-quality, luxury offshore-
fishingboats, in express,
center-console, sportand
dual-console models from 23
to 43 feet.

Atransferable Pursuit
Protection Planincludes a
five-year warranty on the hull
and deck structure, plus a two-
year limited warranty on other
components and systems.

PURSUIT S 378
SPORT

There’s no need to make
the tough choice between
fishability and luxuryin a

large-formatboat: Pursuit’s S
378 Sport checks both boxes
emphatically.

Blue-water-bound with a
12-footbeam and a 22-degree
deadrise, the S 378 Sport
reaches those destinations
swiftly ahead of standard triple
Yamaha XTO 425 outboard
engines.

Theboat has a total of
10 stainless-steel rod holders,
astandard lighted livewell (the
second one that 27 percent of
survey respondents require
is available within a Fishing
Package option), undergunwale
rod storage, two fish boxes,
and the lockable rod storage
requested by 26 percent of
respondents. Also available
are outriggers, hardtop rocket
launcher and additional rod
holders.

An electrically activated
entertainment center moves
into place at the touch of abut-
ton, otherwise poised out of the

way for hassle-free fishing. It
features Corian accents, faucet
and sink, grill, refrigerator/
freezer, cuttingboard and more.

PURSUIT S 428
SPORT

The all-new Pursuit S 428 Sport
is the largest and most powerful
Pursuitever—massive at

nearly 44 feetlong and 13 wide,
itis the flagship of Pursuit’s
center-console Sport series.

Even the range, capacity and
power of the S428 Sport are all
big: fuel capacity of 547 gallons
feeding aquartet of Yamaha
425XTO outboards. Top speed
is over 59 mph, with cruising
speed 37 mph at 4,000 rpm.

The S428 Sportboasts an
industry-first mezzanine seat
module that power-slides aft,
beneath an oversize hardtop
revealing a second row of helm
seats. Bow seating, important to
40 percent of CCrespondents,
boasts the inclusion of hinged,
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power actuated, forward-facing
backrests that allow either
reclining or cocktail seating at
decklevel.

Below, a spacious and
tastefully designed cabin
boasts yacht-quality features
and abundant light.

Swimmers can deploy and
reboard atan electrohydraulic
hullside beach platform.

An optional second-station
tower is accessed from ladders
on either side of the cockpit.

For anglers—Pursuits are
fishingboats, after all—12
rod holders are posted in the
gunwale, transom and bow, plus
there’sundergunwale, undertop
and cabinrod storage. Storage
space abounds, as does cockpit
room—among the top demands

of 82 percent of CCrespondents.

Three fish boxes include
a68-gallon refrigerator/
freezer transom box and a pair

ofin-floor boxes totaling 66
gallons, all draining overboard.
Lighted and insulated transom
livewells are acrylic-topped at
portand starboard, which is
good news for the 52 percent of
offshore CC anglers who use live
baitatleast half of the time.

With freshwater capacity
of70 gallons, holding-tank
capacity of 22 gallons, and
diesel-generator-tank capacity
of 24 gallons, the Pursuit S428
Sportisready for outings as big
asitis. And that’s big!

MORE INFO
pursuitboats.com

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Thoughtfully appointed
with clever convertible
mezzanine seating

Massive amount of
fishing space

OWNERS SAY

Great platform
for fishing and
watersports/cruising

Love the durability,
dependability in any
weather/sea, and the
way she runs through
the water

Takes the waves
beautifully

BRAND SAYS

The Pursuit Sport Series
takes the center-console
boat to a whole
new level

Fish, cruise and
entertain in unrivaled
style and comfort

SPECS

S 378 SPORT
LOA: 40'5"
Beam: 12'

Fuel Capacity: 427 gal.

Dry Weight: 18,000 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 1,275
Certifications: NMMA

S 428
LOA: 43'9"
Beam: 13'

Fuel Capacity: 547 gal.

Dry Weight: 23,600 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 1,700
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

@YAMAHA



BUILDER

SENUHNMARK

READER RESPONSE

“GOOD RIDING, DRY, WITH

TONS OF STORAGE”

Regulator Marine

I nour survey, Regulator
was among the handful of
respected brands current
boat owners were most likely
to consider for their next
purchase.

It’s no wonder, with hand-
built Lou Codega-designed
hulls, their four components
crafted and then polybonded,
fiberglassed and foam-filled to
create a single no-wood unit
free of noise, creaking, soft

spots, leaking, cracks and caulk.

Aboatready for the brand’s
signature, “Offshore Life.”
Standard are fiberglass
hardtops, which 23 percent of
offshore CC owners list as the
mostimportant convenience
feature in aboat like theirs.
Those hardtops welcome
options such as Taco Grand
Slam outriggers. Other options
include Yamaha Helm Master
EX controls thatinclude
autopilot, waypoint decelera-
tion, and Multimode Set Point

tohold the boat in desired
position.

REGULATOR
MARINE 31

One can arm this massive
center-console with a pair

of twin Yamaha 300s, but an
exciting new option is dual
Yamaha 425s, producing a top
speed of 64 mph, making this
the fastest boat in the swift
Regulator fleet.

The helmis served by a
factory-installed Garmin
Offshore Package electronics
suite to complement the
Yamaha CL5 display. Seakeeper
2 gyroscopic stabilization is
an option, controllable via
the Garmin or CL5 displays.
Seakeeperis sought by
32 percent of those surveyed.

Helm-seating and tackle-
center options include anew
3X Deluxe Mezzanine Tackle
Center, with rear-facing
seating in addition to twin

forward-facing console seating.

Anglingis enabled by the
31’s massive cockpit, with four
gunwale-mounted rod holders
that meet the demands of 33
percent of survey respondents;
tackle center, in-deck fishbox
and T-Top hold more.

Forward are three
200-plus-quart fish or gear
compartments within seats,
plusa500-quartin-deck
compartment that can also
provide the lockable rod storage
that 28 percent of CC survey
respondents request. Within
the transom are a 228-quart fish
box and a 36-gallon livewell,
which meets the needs of 69
percent of survey respondents.

REGULATOR 28

First,in 1988, there came the
original Regulator 26. Regulator
stretched itadecade or so ago

to create the Regulator 28

and, more recently, that new
classicreceived a “refresh”
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treatmentincluding, among
other touches, a fiberglass T-top
with LED lights and integrated
wraparound windshield, and
Garmin 28 Offshore Premium
electronics package.

Fishingis prominentin this
boat’s DNA, and that’s clear
atits 28 Tackle Center, with
rigging area, rocket launch-
ers, tackle storage and more.
The standard T-top isready
for optional, additional rod
holders, while the four gunwale-
mounted holders meet the
needs of 33 percent of survey
respondents.

Atthe helm arebolstered
seating and individual footrests.
Underneath, alined console is
equipped with an electric head
wiring access and rod racks.

The transom houses
al24-quart fishboxand
25-gallon livewell. A flush-
folding transom seat will please

the 44 percent of CC survey
respondents who consider aft
seating important.

Up frontisanilluminated
456-quart fish/storage box,
flanked by a pair of 169-quart
insulated fish-box/dry-storage
bins, also illuminated. A
centerin-deck dry-storage
compartment offers 256 quarts
more space, which could be
thelocked rod storage that
26 percent say they need.

Atunadoor admits fishers
and big fish, and is handy for
diving.

Forward seating with
flip-up backrests, plus forward
console seating for two, will
please the 40 percent of
our center-console survey
respondents who called bow
seating important.

MORE INFO
regulatormarine.com

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Cockpit and forward
SunShade options

Stand-up head with
rod storage on the 31

OWNERS SAY

The ride in rough seas
is fantastic

Well-laid-out boat;
comfortable in the water

BRAND SAYS

Tested against in
the conditions of the
Outer Banks

Maximum versatility

When nothing is moving
beneath your feet, you
know you are on a boat
built to handle the
high seas

SPECS

31
LOA: 31'4"
Beam: 10'4"
Fuel Capacity: 300 gal.

Dry Weight: 10,800 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 850
Certifications: NMMA

28
LOA: 27'8"
Beam: 9'5"
Fuel Capacity: 219 gal.

Dry Weight: 9,480 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 600
Certifications: NMMA

EXCLUSIVELY POWERED

@YAMAHA



BUILDER

READER RESPONSE
“GREAT FOR ALL ACTIVITIES"

Robalo Boats

obalo has 50-plus years of

boatbuilding experience,
crafting each fishingvesselina
1.2-million-square-foot produc-
tion facility in Nashville, Georgia,
which is the birthplace of their
Kevlar-reinforced hullsin a
Hydro-Lift design that produces
swift times-to-plane, top speeds,
thrifty fuel efficiency, and smooth
rides. The variable deep-V hulls
splitwaves and track straight,
while an extended running
surface adds stability. High free-
board creates deep cockpits.

Robalo fabricates its own hard-

tops, storage-compartmentlids,
dash consoles, doors and interior
components, including seat-
ing made with top-of-the-line
37-ounce performance marine
vinyl with a10-millimeter top-
coat for stain resistance and UV
protection. The company installs
stainless-steel hardware, loom-
wrapped wiring, triple O-ring
waterproofelectrical connectors,
and stainless-steel rub rail.

ROBALO R360
Robalo Boats’ new R360, the
company’s biggest ever, blends

luxury and fishing features atop a
stepped hull designed by marine
architect Michael Peters.

Three seats with flip-up
bolsters face the helm, with its
full suite of electronics, includ-
ing Simrad dual 16-inch color
displays, radar, autopilot, VHF
and sonar. Control is by Yamaha
Helm Master EX steering system
with autopilot and joystick.

Alarge fiberglass hardtop has
an opening skylight and electri-
cally activated rod-holder frame
thatbrings rocketlaunchersinto
easyreach. There’sapremium JL
audio system, and underwater
lighting is a switch-flip away.

The console interior, accessed
viaportside door, has aheadroom
height of 78 inches, with berth,
porcelain head, vanity, sink and
faucet, plus racked storage for
four tuna sticks.

Eight shotgun rod holders
on the transom and six more in
gunwales nearby generously
exceed the needs of 91 percent
of center-console anglers. Twin
30-gallon insulated and clear-
lidded livewells will please
96 percent of CC respondents.

A transom door, in addition
toportand starboard cockpit
entry doors, welcomes pas-
sengers aboard, and makes it
easy todragabigfish to the deck
andslide it into one of the pair
0f100-gallon in-floor cockpit
pump-out fish boxes.

Fishing done, there are
port and starboard lockable
rod-storage compartments, im-
portant to 26 percent of offshore
CCrespondents; for cleanup,
there’s araw-water washdown
and freshwater transom shower.

MORE INFO
robalo.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET
Abundant storage
throughout

Generous rod holders
and rod storage

OWNERS SAY
I like everything about
my [Robalo] boat

Comfortable for
family fun trips and
fishing trips

Nice fishing platform

BRAND SAYS
A world-class
fishing boat

Cutting-edge technology
with timeless styles

SPECS
LOA: 36'6"
Beam: 11'4"

Fuel Capacity: 350 gal.

Dry Weight: 14,000 Lb.
with power

Max HP: 1,200
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

&YAMAHA

Rugged but comfortable,
the 36 CC has a wide,
protected helm, for a full
navigation suite.



FEATURING

GEORGE
POVEROMO

Along with
teams of
top national
and regional
angling

RENOWNED SALT 2
authorities!

WATER ANGLER &
TELEVISION HOST

' AMERICA’S #1
SALTWATER FISHING
SEMINAR TOUR!

INSHORE, NEAR SHORE, OFFSHORE!

LEARN HOW TO CATCH MORE AND BIGGER FISH IN YOUR LOCAL WATERS!
The Seminar Series “No Holds Barred” format requires our experts to reveal their prime
fishing spots, the best times to fish them and the best baits and lures to use!

H Over $200 in value! Plus chances to l $10.00 Bass Pro Shops discount card

win thousands of dollars’ worth of door
prizes!

M Five hours of fishing instruction from
leading National and Regional angling
authorities!

H Roffer's Ocean Fishing Forecast Analysis!

on purchase of $75.00 or more!
H Bottle of OrPine Wash & Wax!
l Can of Corrosion Block!
M Star tron Fuel Additive!

M Star brite Xtreme Clean!
H Course Textbook!

Plus H A chance to win a Florida Keys fishing trip at each location!
H A chance to win a Mako Pro 17 Skiff!

DON'T RISK A SELLOUT - GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY AS SEATING MAY BE LIMITED

Advanced registrations are eligible for a chance to gain upgraded VIP seating. Social distancing and safety protocols will be in effect.

SATURDAYS, 9:00 AMTO 3:00 PM

2/27/2021 3/6/2021

Wilmington, NC Port St. Lucie, FL
Hotel Ballast MIDFLORIDA Event Center
Grand Ballroom Ruby Ballroom

3/27/2021 4/3/2021
Destin, FL Foxborough, MA
Embassy Suites Hotel  Holiday Inn Foxborough-Mansfield
Coast Ballroom Grand Ballroom

2/20/2021

Islamorada, FL Keys
Coral Shores High School
Performing Arts Center

3/20/2021
Charleston, SC
The Lowcountry Conference Center
Hilton Garden Inn Summerville
Azalea Ballroom

oCounin (Smman) @ @& RaPAA o ORPINE () mercury
ENoEL Govs EITE oope O @ W e
800-£48-7360 nationalseminarseries.com

3/13/2021
Atlantic City, NJ

Resorts Casino Hotel
Ocean Ballroom

4/10/2021
Ft. Myers, FL
Fort Myers Event Center
Ballroom Ft. Myers




BUILDER
BENCHMARK

READER RESPONSE
“GREAT LAYOUT"

Scout Boats

cout luxury sport-fishing

boats span styles from
center-console, dual-console and
inshore/bay-boat models, and
range from 17 feet to 53 feet—the
latter an exciting full 11 feet
longer than was true last year!

Proud ofits superior
fit-and-finish; best-in-class
strength-to-weight ratio; fully
finished compartments, lids and
doors; and more than 30 years of
family ownership and operation,
Scout has also built areputation
forbeing first to market with
innovations. Those include the
company’s patented bow camera,
and an optional articulating rock-
etlauncher that works in unison
with a SureShade retractable
aftawning, both electronically
actuated.

Epoxy infusion utilizing car-
bonfiber/E-glass, used in Scout’s
530,420 and 380 LXF model
(38-to 53-foot) hulls, is a process
borrowed from the aerospace
industry. It provides arigid hull
with more strength and stability
atalower overall weight. Models
from 33 to 35feet are also created
using epoxy-infused E-glass.

SCOUT 530 LXF

Scout callsits new 530 LXF a
“mega center-console.” Two
yearsindevelopment, it’s ajaw-
dropping 53 feet, 5 inches long,
and ready to carry four or five
powerful Yamaha or Mercury
outboards.

Beamis 14 feet, 8 inches,
stretchingto 17 feet, 6 inches
when electronically actuated
dual beach platforms are ex-
tended port and starboard for
entertainment space or
swimming access.

Standard are a Seakeeper 6
gyrostabilizer, glass helm enclo-
sure, cockpitisland, generator,
air conditioning, heat, electric
sliding sunroof, and heated helm
seats. At the helmisa Garmin
24-inch MFD touchscreen, with a
12-incherin the overhead helm.

Theboat can be configured
into 21 comfortable seating areas
throughout the boat, several with
tables. The helm area seats seven.
(Only 16 percent of boats in our
survey seat eight or more.)

Belowdeckisamaster
stateroom with alarge berth, en-
closed head, shower room, galley,

aconvertible single and fixed aft
double berth, hanging closet, and
central vacuum system.

For anglers, seven shotgun
rod holders across the transom
stand ready, plus more mounted
in cockpit gunwales. Rods stow
beneath the cabin’s master-
stateroom berth as well as
in-deck. Two 30-gallon livewells
will meet the stated needs 0f 96
percent of center-console survey
respondents, while a pair of aft
fish boxes awaits catches.

MORE INFO
scoutboats.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Medley of rodholders,
livewells and tackle
storage makes it
tournament ready

Flexible power options

OWNERS SAY
Style, great riding, fun
to fish on

Very comfortable
offshore

BRAND SAYS

Yachtlike center-
console masterpiece
on so many levels

An on-the-water
entertainment platform

SPECS
LOA: 53'5"
Beam: 14'8"

Fuel Capacity: 875 gal.

Dry Weight: 26,500 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 2,250
Certifications: NMMA

OPTIONALLY POWERED

@ YAMAHA

The wide beam accom-
modates a large helm
station and centered
entry to the cabin below.



STRESS FREE DOCKING TN E - e

FOR A FRACTION OF MARINE INDUSTRY’S FIRST
THE COST OF OTHER OUTBOARD/STERNDRIVE
JOYSTICK SYSTEMS! ot

True Positioning Control

Mounting directly to the outboard creates a “Steerable
Thruster” for superior rotational performance and lateral
control of the entire boat. Eliminates the need for a bow
thruster on all outboard-powered boats.

Ultimate Compatibility, Zero Drag

Attaches directly to any single, dual or multiple engine
setup on boats up to 50'. By mounting above the motor's
cavitation plate, our compact design means no drag or
handling issues at any speed.

Easy Installation

The complete kit is a perfect DIY project, and can be
installed in only a few hours right at the dock. Our wireless
joystick eliminates wire runs to the helm, and includes

the Sideshift remote wireless key fob that puts precision
control in the palm of your hand.

Powerful, Silent, Seamless Design

Heavy-duty water cooled motor and 8" aluminum
propeller provides the quiet, powerful responsiveness
you've come to expect from all Sideshift thruster systems.
Available color-matched to most outboards in Phantom
Black, Pearl White and Yamaha Gray/Blue.

= FEEL THE FREEDOM.
= - NOT THE STRESS.

-

$HsideshiFt

DOCK LIKE A PRO

Starting at $2,995 for the complete kit! Call 1.866.633.5396 or visit Sideshift.com



BUILDER
BENCHMARK

READER RESPONSE
“THE LAYOUT AND FISHABILITY ARE EXCELLENT"

Sea Born Boats

eaBorn center-console,

bay and offshore boats
21to 28 feetlong are manufac-
tured in a90,000-square-foot,
state-of-the-art production
facility in Blackshear, Georgia.

The 27-year-old company
says buyers of its boats spend as
much time cruising and sandbar
hopping as fishing, and so it
makes sure those boats serve
multiple roles—and offer plenty
of value.

It also makes a point of
makingboat shopping simple by
packaging models and options
in familiar, carlike offerings
toreduce confusion and make
comparisons more meaningful
for shoppers.

SEA BORN LX26 CC
Atthe helm ofthe LX26 Center
Console, introduced in spring
2020 and Sea Born’s newest and
largest CC, captain and com-
panion enjoy a two-position
leaning post that converts into
acaptain’s-style chair with
backrest.

The console features a
distinctive black-glass dashboard

with Simrad touchscreen
display and stereo. Overhead
isastandard hardtop with a
massive wired electronics box,
lights and outrigger brackets.

The beamybow nestles
U-shaped seating demanded
by 40 percent of respondents
looking for a center-console.
Removable backrests aim pas-
sengers forward comfortably, and
stow for an open fishing deck.

Adivided SeaFreeze super-
insulated cooleris housed
beneath the cushioned lounge
at cockpit front (oritcanbe
plumbed as a third livewell).

Inthe cockpitisaportside
dive/tunaside door, while a
transom door accesses a swim
platform and ladder. Grab rails
throughoutboost safety and
comfort.

Fourrod holders mountedin
the gunwales and five more in the
transom exceed the eight that
satisfy 85 percent of offshore CC
survey respondents. Eight rocket
launchers line the hardtop, with
four more at the leaning post, and
there’s undergunwale storage for
sixrods. Aft, arounded 20-gallon

baitwell is topped by a clear
plexiglasslid; acompartment
beneath the aftbench canbe
plumbed to become another, to
please the 27 percent of respon-
dents who say they need a second
livewell.

XSF Sport Fishing and XL.T
Luxury touring packages bundle
options; individual options
include electronics, display
and seating upgrades, as well as
autopilot, joystick, toilet with
tank, light bars and Grand Slam
outriggers.

MORE INFO
seabornboats.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Standard rod holders,
racks and storage are
abundant

Versatile bow seating
and casting platform

OWNERS SAY

Great storage space

BRAND SAYS

Modern style and
best-in-class value

Already a classic in
looks and durabilty

SPECS
LOA: 26'6"
Beam: 9'10"

Fuel Capacity: 135 gal.

Dry Weight: 5,500 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 500
Certifications: ABYC

Sea Born's deep-V
cleaves waves, while its
wide chines improve lift
and at-idle stability.




JOYSTICK CONTROL SYSTEM

Optimus 360 gives your boat a whole new dimension of control. By
developing the joystick function to be intuitive, Optimus 360 allows
you to move your boat not only forward and back, but also sideways,
by pushing the joystick to the left, or to the right, and even, rotate on
a dime, all with a simple twist of the joystick.

Take command at dometic.com



BUILDER
BENCHMARK

READER RESPONSE
“SMOOTH RIDING IN ROUGH WATERS, ROOMY FOR FISHING"

Sea Cat Boats

s ea Cat merged the best of
abayboatand an offshore
catamaran, creating the Sea Cat
260 Hybrid.

There is more than 100 years’
combined experience in building
high-performance offshore-
racing boats under their roof, and
theyuse alamination schedule
formulated by one of the indus-
try’s top naval-engineering firms.

SEA CAT 260 HYBRID

Catamaran hulls come in pairs,
butso do other features in the Sea
Cat 260 hybrid: two fuel tanks
of 60 gallons each, two livewells
at 25 gallons per, as well as a pair
of Suzuki outboards—up to 600
hp combined—each served by its
own fuel tank and battery.
‘Wedrove one, and theride
isexemplary. Draftis a shallow
14 inches, ideal for bay fishing
while using abow-mount trolling
motor. It planes easily on one of
its dual outboards and is happi-
estinabrisk chop, ably sliding
throughit, giving the passengers
aterrificride. Then while fishing,
it’sassteadyasaFalcon9
landingbarge.

Ithasatleast two distinctive
skill sets too: fishing inshore
or heading offshore. Of survey
respondents, 77 percent fished
inshore species in the previous
year, 54 percent offshore. That’s a
substantial overlap.

An aftfoldaway seat meets
the needs of 44 percent of
offshore CC anglers. It’s flanked
by apair of lighted 25-gallon
pressurized livewells, enough
to please 96 percent of those
surveyed. Six gunwale-mounted
rod holders match or exceed what
68 percent need.

The massive bow fishing
platform tops cavernous storage
compartments. In-deck fish
boxes in wide passages between
helm and gunwale are 7 feet long,
One can become arod locker with
an added rack; the other canbe
divided for more-efficientice use.

Fishing-friendly options
include afiberglass T-top, custom
helm seating housing a custom
tackle station, a (third) forward
livewell, rod-locker seating with
backrest, additional rod hold-
ers and T-top rocket launchers,
and Llebroc bow cushions and

bolsters, for the 40 percent who
callitimportantin a CC fish-
ingboat. Other optionsinclude
MinnKota factory-installed
trolling motor, Wet Sounds
speakers, and Garmin or Simrad
electronics.

With the twin Suzuki 300 hp
motors that Sea Cat recom-
mends, the 260 Hybrid tops out
in the mid-60s mph.

MORE INFO
seacatboats.com
(228) 206-4042

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Massive and flexible
storage for fish
and gear

Top-quality hardware,
hinges, latches
and cleats

Good fuel efficiency for
long range with dual
Suzuki outboards

OWNERS SAY

There is a place
for everything, and
everything is in its place

BRAND SAYS

A dream come true for
everyone involved

A unique hybrid

SPECS
LOA: 26'
Beam: 8'6"
Fuel Capacity: 120 gal.

Dry Weight: 4,900 Lb.
plus power

Max HP: 600

The wide beam accomo-
dates dual navigation
displays. Wiring below is
organized and secure.
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DON’T LET THIS

TURN INTO THIS

Where cause of death was known,
79% of fatal boating accident
victims drowned. Of those
drowning victims with reported
life jacket usage, 86% were not

wearing a life jacket. * =y
|-

If not for yourself, always wear ?: \

your life jacket for the ones that &

love you!

*source: 2019 U.S. Coast Guard Report

OQ}ABT\MQ, o
%.ngz\%

S
“®~=¢). YOUR BOATING
C@’ DOLLARS AT WORK

Produced under a grant from the Sport Fish Restoration and
Boating Trust Fund, administered by the U.S. Coast Guard.



BUILDER

READER RESPONSE
“SAFE, DRY RIDE"

Sea Fox Boats

s eaFoxdescribesitsboats
—center-, side- and dual-
console—as “family-friendly in
the bow, fisherman-friendly in
the stern.”

That’s evident in sumptu-
ous bow layouts, and fisherman
friendly cockpits. Between them
are well-appointed, visually
appealing helms.

Paired with Yamaha outboard
power, Sea Fox boats 20 feet and
longer are equipped with Yamaha
Command Link digital gauges.

SEA FOX 268
COMMANDER
The Sea Fox 268 Commander’s
Carolina-style bow flare provides
asmooth, dryride in big water.
Bow seats, important to 40
percent of survey respondents,
feature curved cushions and
foldout-bolster backrests atop
storage/fish boxes. A deck
compartment houses a 5-gallon
bucket. Forward of the console is
a coffin box, with alounger on top.
The 268 Commander anchor
system is optionally windlass-
powered with a through-stem
anchor davit. A standard Ultima

hardtop has recessed LED
spreader lights, storage boxes,
stereo and speakers, and rein-
forced pads for dual antennas
and radar. Taco outriggers are
optional but easy to mountin the
pre-molded pads.

The newblack acrylic dash has
space for two 10-inch displays—
more than the single smaller
display 44 percent of offshore CC
boats have. Garmin electronics
are optional.

The helm seat/leaning post has
abackrest and flip-up bolsters.
Upgrade to a family-friendly
pair of deluxe bucket seats with
armrests, or afishing-minded
tackle center.

Within the consoleis a
portable toilet, sink with
countertop, and dedicated
dive-tank storage.

Aftisabench/trunk seatatop
bilge access. There’s aside door
forboarding and hauling fish.
Awalk-through transom gate
accesses atelescopingladder,
between them abeach anchor or
cooler compartment.

Two in-floorinsulated
fishboxes drain overboard.

Aft,a30-gallon pressurized
aquarium livewell—a single one
satisfies 69 percent of center-
console anglers—has ahandy
bait net-storage compartment
adjoiningit.

Four gunwale-mounted
cockpitrod holders are standard,
and there are five more on the
transom, seven rocket launchers
on the hardtop, four on the lean-
ing post, plus starboard gunwale
rod storage.

MORE INFO
seafoxboats.com
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Survey

Says:

ON TARGET

Freshwater and
raw-water washdown
at midship to reach
either end

Generous appointments
of rod holders, rocket
launchers and racks

OWNERS SAY
I can fish anywhere on
the boat safely

Large livewell, storage
space, range and
fishability

Good family boat

BRAND SAYS
The finest boats for the
fairest price

A unique blend of
fishing-/family-friendly
options

SPECS
LOA: 26'
Beam: 9'3"
Fuel Capacity: 140 gal.

Dry Weight: 5,250 lb.
plus power

Max HP: 400

OPTIONALLY POWERED

& YAMAHA

Sea Fox pays close
attention to family
comfort in its line of
fishing boats.



Epic Performance
Endless Fun

The Century Boats 30 Express

delivers a smooth, stable, solid ride
for inshore and offshore adventures.

BOATS

Discover the entire line at www.Centuryboats.com



BUILDER

READER RESPONSE
"AWESOME RIDE IN
ROUGH SEAS”

Yellowfin Yachts

Y ellowfin Yachts founder
and president Wylie
Nagler listens to his customers.
They asked for abigger boat;
he’slaunched a 54-foot
center-console. They wanted a
midsize boat that can perform
avariety of tasks; he built a
26-foot hybrid. They ask and
Nagler delivers.

Whichever custom-built
boatone selects from anim-
pressive Yellowfin lineup, from
al7-foot skiff to that 54-foot
CC, Nagler pledges personal
responsibility for standout
quality. Every Yellowfin fea-
tures the highest-grade
materials and deliversa
product skillfully assembled for
the harsh demands of saltwater
fishing.

Builtin Sarasota, Florida,
Yellowfin boats nonetheless
clearly show their design
influences in their wide flares
and high bows. They snap onto
plane on stepped hulls.

YELLOWFIN 54
OFFSHORE

Yellowfin’s biggest boat ever
by 12 solid feet, the all-new 54
Offshore, the company says,
“raises the barin terms of
whatbuyers can expect from
acenter-console boat.” What
won’t change is the level of
stepped-hull performance that
hasbecome synonymous with
the brand.

Power options include quad
and quint outboards which,
along with a900-gallon fuel
capacity, provide the ability and
range to reach the bluewater
big ones—and at speeds of
60-plus mph.

Ahardcore fisher, the 54
Offshore doesn’t skimp on
comfort touches. Beneath
the console, a spacious cabin
area houses afull queen berth,
fully equipped kitchenette,
wraparound seating that
converts toabed, alongwith
a head, sink and shower

with stand-up headroom.

The helm seats four before a
massive dash that can support
three 24-inch displays. Behind
the helm seats, a sumptuous
bench—atop storage and
mechanicals—provides more
forward-facing seating.

Handrails provide gunwale
security, and racks port and
starboard hold five dive tanks
each. A gyrostabilizeris
optional. Forward seating is
built-in, with a space at the
bow between them to make
fish-fighting easier.

Yes, this boat remains all
about fishing, and proves
itwith aftlivewell capacity
totaling 150 gallons, installed
asone massive well or divided
into two 75-gallon tanks.

That clever arrangementis a
crowd-pleaser—69 percent

of respondents said that they
needed just one livewell, but

27 percent wanted a second to
keep bait separated (52 percent
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of offshore CC anglers say that
theyuse live bait atleast half
the time).

Six transom-mounted rod
holders meet or exceed the
needs of 68 percent of survey
respondents, with more holders
circling the boat’s gunwales.

Adoor at starboard provides
access to crew, passengers
and, in keeping with thisboat’s
purpose, big fish; it adjoins a
transverse 800-quart fish box in
the cockpit sole. A massive
in-deck compartment forward
provides storage for fish or gear.

YELLOWFIN

26 HYBRID

Some boats have asingle
focus, but others, known as
hybrids, are designed to excel
atavariety of tasks. Yellowfin’s
26 Hybrid, with features of
both the company’s larger
offshore center-consoles and

itslegendarybayboats, is a
splendid example.

With freeboard higher than
atrue bayboatbutlower than
an offshore CC, the 26 Hybrid
can shift from fishing a shallow
bay for redfish to running well
offshore for such large pelagic
species as tuna. Fish-box
capacity is appropriately
generous.

The 26 Hybrid’s livewell
options match the needs of
hardcore live-bait enthusiasts.
Other choices include four
leaning-post designs, T-tops
(Key West, hardtop or
soft-top) and second station,
forward and/or aft seating and
bolsters, and swim platforms.
Its single or twin outboards
are mounted on standard
jackplates.

MORE INFO
yellowfin.com

Survey

Says:

ON TARGET
Custom-built to owner
specs and wishes

Both fishing-focused and
comfortable

OWNERS SAY
Most comfortable
ride around

Fast and fuel efficient;
great hull design

Best ride

BRAND SAYS

Serious fishing platform

Unmatched attention
to detail

SPECS

54 OFFSHORE
LOA: 54'
Beam: 15'
Fuel Capacity: 900 gal.

Dry Weight: 28,000 Lb.
with power *
Max HP: 3,000

26 HYBRID
LOA: 26'
Beam: 8'8"
Fuel Capacity: 118 gal.

Dry Weight: 5,000 Lb.
with power*
Max HP: 450

OPTIONALLY POWERED

@YAMAHA

*approximate weight



THE LAST CAST

-
| GOD DOES NOT CHARGE TIME SPENT FISHING against ‘:

"~ aman's allotted life span, says an old American Indian proverb. So, for
- ‘ "-I immortality's sake, a boat is cheap. A well-built fishing boat is cheaper

still and, it's no wonder, as the world faced its mortality in the 2020 — ol
pandemic, boats sailed out of inventory and into the hearts of families.
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Raymarine

FISH

With the new Axiom+. Smarter, brighter, and tougher than ever.

The best multifunction navigation displays are now even better. Axiom+ is performance-tuned
with high-resolution IPS displays enhanced with HydroTough™ nano-coating for accurate wet
weather touch screen control and all-weather viewing. Quad-core speed, enhanced GPS, and

all new LightHouse Charts simplify navigation and put you in control.

Explore the power and simplicity of Axiom+ at Raymarine.com/axiom+




We'd like to welcome you to the

300- Fathom

So much so, that we've designed the integrated
power system to get you there.

The revolutionary, Yamaha 5.6L V8 XTO Offshore® delivers
extreme thrust to conquer the canyons.

The big blue no man'’s land of the 300-fathom curve and beyond. It's
the hunting grounds for monsters like marlin, swordfish—and now, the
Yamaha XTO Offshore. This 425 hp V8 boasts 5.6L of naturally aspirated,
big-block power; industry-first direct injection
four-stroke outboard and newly designed
charging system that produces up to 96 amps
of net charging power, per outboard, at idle

;

- where it's needed most. Not to mention

EXCLUSIVE PHASE ANGLE

CONTROL CHARGING SYSTEM Yamaha's DNA of reliability and extreme
thrust. In other words, the XTO easily propels large, offshore boats; it's 9 -’# E"

e . FIVE YEAR
driving the industry toward a new class of 50-foot-plus, outboard-powered 5 .

Available in new, Pearlescent White w
vessels; and it's officially put lesser engines on the endangered list. and Classic Yamaha Gray

To learn more about the 5.6L V8 425 hp XTO Offshore,
visit YamahaOutboards.com/XTO.

REMEMBER to always observe all applicable boating laws. Never drink and drive. Dress properly with a USCG-approved personal . ore ® YA M A H A
floatation device and protective gear. © 2020 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. 1-866-894-1626 Rel Idblll‘y Siu ris Here.



